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officer at any time, and any employer or
employee ¢an also inspect any of these
books with veference to any matter in
which he has been himself concerned.
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After a third conviction in one year a -

license can he cancelled. Clause 17 is the
one that strikes at the root of the evil,
hecanse it provides a penalty if any
advertizements are published which are
inaccurate and misleading. That has been
one of the great troubles people have had
to put up with in this business. T heg to
nove that the Bill be read a second time,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

AUCTIONEERS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by How. A. H. Hewnx~ixg,
and read a first time.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Introduced by How. A. B. Kinson for
Hon. R. 8. Haynes. and read a first
time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council adjourned at 945 pm.
vntil the next day.

Lepistative Bssembly,
Wednesday, 1st December, 1897,

Papers presented—-Question: Acceptance of arrears of
mining rents without fines--Question: Excursion
rnilway mtes to goldflelds dwring holidays—

estion: Storage of guopowder in n gaol—

estion: Publication of import and export
statinticg-~Dotion: Papers re¢ Administration of
Stock Disenses Act-—DMotion: Proposed railway
from Great Boulder to Bulong—RIotion : Proposed
boring for subterranean depogits of alluvial gold—
Motion: Wonten's Sufroge ; division (uegatived)—-
Underground Surveyors Bill: frst reading—

Storage of Fxplosizes.

QUESTION—ACCEPTANCE OF ARREARS
OF MINING RENTS WITHOUT FINES.
Mg, A. FORREST, for Mr. Lyall
Hall, in accordance with notice, asked the
Premier:—{1.) Whether it was a fact
that the Mines Department was now
accepting all arrears of rent due on gold

- mining leases without the usual fine. {2.)

If such were the case, whether the
Minister of Mines iutended to refund the

. amount of such fines to those lease-owners

who, since the first of March last. had
paid their rents with fines added.

The PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): (1.} No; with exception of
leases approved under old Act, in which
cake mno fine is provided for. (z.)
Answered by No. 1. The fines imposed
are in accordance with the Act—10 per

" cent. during February, 15 per cent. during

March, rents being receivable to 31st
January withont fine.

QUESTION -~ EXCUKSION RAILWAY
RATES TO GOLDFIRELDS DURING
HOLIDAYS.

Mgr. VOSPER. in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Hail-
ways:—{1.) Why no excursion tickets

~ were issued to convey passengers from

Perth to the goldfields, as well as from
the goldfields to Perth. (2.} Whether

it was his intention to grant the coastal
. population facilities for visiting the gold-

Motion : Legislation ro Mining on Private Property -

—Imported Labour Registry Bill: third reading -
Adjournment.

Tree SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4-30
o’clock, p.n.

PRAYERS.

fields towns during the coming holiday
seasol.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied : —
1. Tickets at special low fares are issued
to residents of the goldfields to enable
them to visit the cooler parts of the
colony during the exemption period. It
is not considered necessary to issue
similar tickets from the seaport towns to
the goldfields. 2. Yes; holiday excur-
sion tickets will be issued to and from all
stations during the coming holiday season.
The tickets would begin about the 20th
of December.

QUESTION—USE OF FREMANTLE GAOL
FOR STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES.

Me. VOSPER, in accordance with
notice, asked the Colonial Treasurer:—
1. Whether he was awure that part of
Her Majesty's Gaol at Fremantle was
heing used as a magazine for explosives.
2. Whether it was a fact that there were
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or recently had been three cases of dyna-
mite and six kegs of blasting powder
stored in a lumber room beneath the
prison hospital. 3. Whether, if this were
corrvect, it would not be more conducive
to the health of the patients and the
safety of Fremantle if such explosives
were stored elsewhere. 4. Whether the
storage of explosives in Her Majesty’s
gaols, and in other Government estab-
lishments, ¢ame under the same regu-
lations as does such storage in private
magazines. 3. If not, whv not?

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied:—1. I have been informed
to-day, for the first time, that such is the
case. 2. Yes.
constructed for the purpose, has been, so
I am informed, used for a magazine for
over 20 years; but the practice will be
discontinued. 4. Yes.

QUESTION—PUBLICATION OF IMPOR!
AND EXPORT STATISTICS.

MEe.
notice, asked the Colonial Treasurer:—
1. Whether the complete statistics show-
ing the imports, exports, and shipping
of the colony for the year 1896 were
issned Dby the Custom House some six
months ago or thereabouts. 2. Whether
the same were forwarded to the Govern-
ment Printer for publication about the
period mentioned. 3. If s0, why the
publication of the said statistics had been
so long delayed. 4. Whether there was
any reason to hope that the said statistics
would make their appearance shortly.

Tex PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) replied—1. Yes. 2. Yes. 3.
Shortness of type and materials. 3. Yes;
the type and materials having now arrived.

MOTION—PAPERS RE ADMINISTRA-
TION OF STOCK DISEASES ACT.

Mr. LEAKE, in accordance with notice,
moved “ That all papers relating to the
administration of the Stock Diseases
Act, 1895, in the East Kimberley Dis-
trict, including, inter alie, instructions
to inspectors and inspectors’ reports,
be laid on the table of the House."”
He said that certain replies had been
given, on the previous day, to questions
he had put in the House with regard to
the administration of the Stock Diseases
Act in the East Kimberley district.

3. The wvault, specially |
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VOSPER, in accordance with .
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There had been much correspondence in
the newspapers regarding the introduc-
tion of tick in the FEast Kimberley
district, and the Government had ob-
tained certain reports, though these were
not made public. Tt would be to the
interest of all parties that these reports
should belaid before this House, showing
the advice given and the steps taken for
dealing with tick. He had, unfortu-
nately. made » mistake, on the previous
day, in putting & question to the Attor-
ney General as to the validity of a
particular Order in Council dated the
3rd November last. [t had occurred to
him that the ovder was bad, and if the
hon. and learned gentleman would favour
the House with his copinion it would be
an advantage, though such opinion could
not be demanded. The reply would
assist him (Mr. Leake) in the researches
he proposed to make in this direction.
It would appear that the Stock Di-
geases Act of 1895 provided for the
total prohibition of stock in certain events.
Stock were prohibited from coming
across the horder into the East Kim-
berley district by an Order in Council made
in January; but, notwithstanding that
order, stock had come in, and an order
was subserquently made approving prac-
tically of the entry of this stock into the
colony. In short, that order wus
retrospective in effect, and evidently
framed with that intention. The section
of the Act under which the order was
promulgated authorised the Governor, if
he thought fit, to exempt from the
operations of the statute any stock which
he might describe by a generic or a
particular deseription. Then the order
went on in pursuance of that power to
describe the stock. The point he took,
and the point on which he wanted the
Attorney General to advise them, was
whether the stock described in the order
was given in either a generic or a particu-
lar description, He said the description

was not a generic or a particular
one within the meaning of the
Act, Sections 2 and 5. A pgeneric

description would be one something of
this kind : Exempt from the operations
of the statute, all horned stock, or horses,
or sheep. It was mnot a particular
description to describe, as was done in the
order, cattle in these words : “ a herd of
900 fat cattle depasturing near the border
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of the colony and inepected.” To be
particular, they should be defined. By
this so-called particular description he
defied anyone, whether & member of the
House or an inspector of stock, to go and
collect these 900 cattle. These cattle

which were admitted should have been |

particularly defined; their ownership,
whence they came, where they were going,
their brands, ages, and sexes. That would
be a particularisation; but in the Order
in Council the cattle had only been
generalised, and, in that regard, he sub-
mitted the order was a had one. In
moving for these papers he wanied all the
official correspondence and reports which
led up to the order and the publication.
He was asking for what was fair, and he
was giving hon. members his reasons
for the motion. He asked for the sup-
port of houn. members in passing the
motion.

Tae PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) said he had not the shightest
objection to supply the particulars re-
guired by the hon. member. There was
nothing in regard to the Stock Diseases
Act of this colony which should not see
the Light of day. He would have very
much pleasure in complying with the re-
guest of the hon. member. The validity
of the Order in Council, as far as he was
concerned, he was perfectly satisfied with.
It had the approval of the law officers,
and that was quite enough, as far as the
Government were concerned ; and he was
sure the Attorney General would tell the
House that, in his opinion—of course,
the Attorney General might he wrong;
everybody was liable to err-—but the
Attorney General would tell the House
that the order was quite valid. The ques-
tion was an important and a serious one in
regard to the tick disease in the Kimberley
district, but he was not an alarmist; he
never had been, and he was never likely
tobe. He had not vet had evidence
placed before him that there had heen
any mortalitv—at any rate, any large
mortality—in cattle in the Kimberley
district 1n consequence of the tick disease.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In the Eastern part of Australia; and in |

the North-East of Queensland, there wasa
great mortality amongst cattle, but he (the

Premier) was not satisfied at all that the

conditions existingthere existed on ourown
North-Western coast. He had travelled
over the country himself, and he had

| 15 or 16 south latitude.

motion for papers,

some knowledge of its character, and one
of the things that struck him most in
travelling in the BEast and West Kim-
berley districts of the colony was the dry-
ness of the climate. Onewould not know
in the dry winter months that he was not
down on the Gascoyne. From the
character of the country it was impossible
to say that one was in the tropics, and in
One would im-
agine that he was more likely in 25 gouth
latitude. He was inclined to think that
the condifions existing in North-Eastern
Australia would not be found toexist in the
territory of Western Australia. Those
who had not been to the Kimberley dis-
trict, and who were not familiar with i,
might be informed that there was very
litile tropical country in Western Aus-
tralia, with the exception of such places
as King’s Sound and Cambridge Gulf,
and 4 few spots on the eastern shove of
King's Sound. He had seen spots in the
Kimberley district that actually gave no
idea that they werein tropical Australia.
Of course there was rich, dense, tropical
vegetation along the Fitzroy and Ord
Rivers ; but, wherever there was this dry
country—not atall moist, and baving none
of the conditions of moisture which were
prevalent in the eastern part of Anstralia
—he did not think that the tick disease
would thrive. He had not heard of any
great mortality from the tick disease,
such as they had heard of in the North-
Eastern part of Australia. He hoped his
opinion might be correct; and, if it was,
the Grovernnent might be able to deal
with the tick question in such a way
as to prevent its being disastrous to
the colony and those interested in steck.
He was not at all satisfied, and he might
take steps to satisfy himself and the
people of the colony that, if the ticks
were introduced into this part of the con-
tinent, they would prove as disastrous
as they had proved in the North-East
of Queensland.  He thought they might
make experiments with the tick. They
had plenty of means of doing it without
any danger. They could take a few
healthy beasts, put them on an island,
such as Rottnest or some other place,
and feed them well, and then see what
effect the tick would have on them. The
people of this colony must not run away
with the idea that, hecause in North-
Eastern Queensland, on the low-lying
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lands, where there was rich tropical
vegetation and the tick flourished, there-
fore the same result would take place
in this part of the continent. He had
had some conversation lately with
persons who had some knowledge of
sctence, and these views he bad ex-
pressed had bLeen supported by those
gentlemen. I[n regurd to the introduc.
tion of these 900 head of cattle, the re-
ports which the Governinent received

showed that the cattle were fat and fic for '

slaughter.  They were reported to have
come from clean parts, where there was
no tick, and that they were absolutely
free from disease. Tt was also reported
_that there was no more danger m im-
poriing the cattle into the southern parts
of the colonv than there had been in
importing other mobs of cattle which
camme from Sturt Creek, through the
East Kimberley district, and had been
sent down here. In these conditions,
being sutisfied by the reports that these
cattle were clean and fat; that they
never had disease; that they were not
diseased theu, he was determined not to
let the Act stand in the way of the intro-
duction of them. He wasalso confronted
with the fact that, at the time, meat was
scarce. It was very dear here, and it
might have been said that he was pre-
venting the introduction of cattle, acting
in  consort with people to keep up
the high price of meat, if he had pre-
vented the introdunction of the cattle.
Being satisfied as to the cleanliness of the
cattle, he took upon himself the
responsibility, with the advice of his col-
leagues, of letting them come in.
hundred of these cattle had come in, and
had gone into consumption. He believed
they had been eaten by this time. Two
hundred, he believed, went. to Coolgardie,
and had goneinto consumption there, and
he had not heard of any disaster securring
through them. These were the reasons
which had actuated the Govermmnent in
the action they had taken. TIf the Go-
vernment, had erred, they had erred with
the best intentions. It had oot been
proved to him that these cattle had been
the means of introducing disease.
A Memeer: Some of these cattle were
at Northam now.
Tere PREMIER: They could not be
at Northam. They had all gone into con-
sumption. His object in rising was to
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try and impress upon hon. members not
to be afraid of this tick, or to think that
the colony would be ruined because a few
ticks had Dbeen found in the northemn
parts of the colony. They would bave to
be satisfied that the tick disease conduced
to mortality in thot district. That had
to be proved, and it had to be proved that
the tick would be disustrous to stock in
the North. All these things had to be
found out, and they could be fonnd ont
by making experiments.

Me. Leake: The ticks would have to
be brought to Perth.

Tue PREMIER: The ticks could be

" brought down and experimented with here.

Four

He had heen pleased to be able to make
these remarks about this disease.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany) said he would
be sorry to think that the right hon.
gentleman did wnot deserve his thanks
for acceding to the principle of his motion.
He thanked the Premier for telling
the House that he would give us those
papers; and he only asked him to let us
have them as soon as possible. He was
much obliged to the Government for
having acceded to the request.

Mr. A. FORREST (West Kimberley),
before the motion was passed, would
like to say he was sorry to find that
the Premier intended to experiment down
here. He should experiment in the in-
fested country itself.

Trr PrEMIEr: We will do that teo.

Mr. A. FORREST, as a large cattle-
holder, hoped they would confine them-
selves to experimenting on the spot, und
not bring the stock here. No one wished
to debar our cattle from coming into our
own markets; but we must experiment
somewhere outside the limits of our large
towns.

Taz PreEMier : I said on an istand.

Mr. A. FORREST: We could not
afford to run any risks. He did not think
the cattle-owners in the Southern districts
would like to run any risks whatever. He
was told that the cattle introduced were
consigned to a firm of butchers in Nor-
tham, and were intended for the Cool-
gardie market. It was a tremendous risk
to run. He was sorry indeed that the
cattle in that district had met with this
mishap ; for, as we knew, they were much
cheaper than those we could get in the
other colonies, and our own people got
the benefit of the sales. But he certainly



726 Railway to Bulong :

was opposed to any experiments being

tried in these parts of the colony.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—PROPOSED RAILWAY FROM
GREAT BOULDER TO BULONG.
Mr. VOSPER (North-East Cool-

gardie), in accordance with notice, noved:

“*That in the opinion of this House it is

desirable that the railway system of the

colony should he extended by the con-
struction of a line from Great Boulder
to Bulong.” He said: In bringing this
motion before the House, I wish it to be
clearly understood that the object I have

m view is more to advertise the case

mentioned in the motion than to try to

force the hand of the Government. I

have no intention of that kind. I under-

gtand that the funds of the colony have
been already allocated to other purposes,
and that the chances of getting this rail-
way immediately, as the result of this
moticn, are verv remote indeed. How-
ever, it is my duty, in view of the fact
that meetings have been held in the dis-
trict from which resolutions have been
transmitted to me asking me to bring this
matter under the notice of the House, to
do 80 as soon as possible, with a view of
inducing the Government to consider the
subject at the earliest opportunity. I
would say, first of all, that the size of the
district. or rather of the electorate, is
about 30,000 square miles; and the
population consists of some 8,000 per-
sons. The gold yield of that distriet
has certainly been very large. It is
imposgible to arrive at any definite
figures concerning it, Lecanse it is only
during the last few months that we
have bad the returns regularly tabu.
lated by the department, and even now
there are very large alluvial yields which,
m all probability, do not figure in any
export returns, and certainly not in any
export returns for North-East Coolgardie
in particular. In the town of Bulong, to
which it is proposed to construct this line,
the crushings are set down by the Depart-
ment of Mines as being 5480zs. up to the
beginning of 1897; whereas in the first
six months of 1897 the yield is set down
at 3,5290zs., hoth returns being exclusive
of alluvial. This, I think, is sufficient to
mmdicate that the town is in a flourishing
condition, comparatively speaking; that

the gold is there, and that it only requires .
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taking out. In thut district, which has
already added so much to the wealth of
the colony, the total length of the lines
now in course of construction amounts to
only about 40 miles. Out of these, a
length of at least 28 miles is part of the
railway to Menzies. As regards the
electorate itself, it has only one line, of
about 12 miles, which can be regarded as
vonstructed directly for its benefit. Now,
it can hardly be denied that the district,
and. the whole colony generally, would be
greatly lenefited by such a large area
being opened up by a railway. My pro-
posal, if carried out, would have the effect
of serving directly the gold mining leases
at the Corsair—a few miles out of Kal-
goorlie—at Ballagundi, and at Bulong,
and of serving indirectly the important
centres of Mt. Monger, Taurus, Bulong,
the Lakes, and Kurnalpi. At Bulong
itself, there are over 150 mining leases,
and at least 100 more in the outside
mining centres. There are somne 30 com-
panies in the Bulong district, and
about 10 others in the outside districts.
The nominal capital, so far as is ascertain-
able, amounis to about £1,400,000. The
quantity of machinery on this goldfield ia
very small; but it is already sufficient to
produce about 3,000czs. per annum; and
in a letter which T have received from the
Mayér of Bulong, Mr. Macartney, setting
forth the machinery already in the place,
he says that at the present time omnly 15
head of stamps are in a condition to crush
ore; and they have, it appears, already
vielded these three to four thousand ozs.
during the past year. But there are in
course of construction about 80 head of
stamps in various parts of the Bulong dis-
trict; and the Mayor says that, if the
average value of the ore raised there can
be maintained, the district can turn out
not less than 4,0000zs. & month.

Tue PrEMIER: Why do not they have
more stamps ?

Mr. VOSPER: Mainly because a
great manv mines are without water.

Tae Premrer: Not because of the
absence of the railway ?

Mg. VOSPER: Not in this particular
instance. In conclusion, I merely wish to
point out that the district generally
already supports a large population, has
| avery fair gold yield, and that it is very
| probable that, as machinery mproves and
water is struck in the various mines, the
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gold yield will be largely increased; and
my sole desire is to bring the subject
somewhat within the sphere of what may
be termed practical politics. I may say
that whatever case can be made out for
Kanowna or Broad Arrow, an equally
good case can be made out for Bulong.
The construction of a railway, by reduc.
ing freights and the cost of Living pgener-
ally, would go a long way towards pro-
moting the advancement of the district
and of the country generally. I submif
the otion to the House, not with any
desire of urginy the Government to im-
wediate action, but to bring the matfer
under the attention of the Bouse and the
country. .

Tue SPEAKER: Before I put the
iwotion, I think it is desirable I should
read to the House from May's Parlia-
menbary Practice what should Le done
with motions of this kind. May says:—

To a certain extent, evasions are, by usage,

permitted of the restriction imposed by the
stunding orders upon proposals for the expen-
diture of public money. Billsdevising alarge
scheme for public exprnditure, accompanied
by provisions for the application of the same,
bave been brought in upon motion, the money
clauses being printed in italics. In such
cases, the principle of tbe Bill is discussed,
and, if approved on bebalf of the Crown, the
necessary pecuniary provision is subsequently
made; otherwise further progress of the Bill
is prevented by the refussl of the royal
recommendation. In like manner, wotions
advocating public expenditure, or the im-
position of a charge, if the motion be framed
1n suficiently ubstract and general terms, can
be entertained, and agreed to by the Honse.
Resolutions of this mature are permissible
because, having no operative effect, no grant
is made or burthen imposed by
adoption. And although, on one oeccasion,
the House deelined to receive a report from a
select committee which proposed compensation
for losses inmcurred by certain patentees,
because it had not been recommended by the
Crown, the precedent has not governed the
usage of the House regarding resolutions
agraed to by select committees advocating an
outlay of public money.
Therefore, hon. members must not
think that, even if motions of this kind
are carried. the Government are under
any obligation whatever to bring forward
a motion for granting the necessary
funds required to carry out the works
advocated in these motions.

Tue PREMIER: I should like to ask
a question, sir, not with a view of in any

[1 Decemeer, 1897.]

1
|
|
|
|

. should be built.

motion for construction. 727
but in order that we should bave your
ruling as to whether a wmotion of this
sort, asking the House to say that it is
desirable the railway system should be
extended and a railway built from the
Boulder to Bulong, is not a matter
affecting finance, and which, therefore,
should be discussed in committee of the
whole House, i  accordance with
Standing Order 361.  Although that
quotation from May scems pretty clear,
still T cannot see that this resolution
is wrapped up in such a way as not
to mean that it is desired that a railway
It will mean, if passed,
that this House approves of a railway

_ being built from the Boulder to Bulong.

their -

Well, if this House approves of that,
surely hon. members are asking the
Government te incur expenditure: and
therefore it seems to me this is 2 subject
of finance which should come under the
361st Standing Order.

Tue SPEAKER : I aw of vpinion that
this is not a (uestion which requires the
House to go into committee to congider

it. I have frequently considered the
point. This is merely an abstract
motion, which does not lead to the

expenditure of money, unless the Go-
vernment choose to bring down a mes-
sage fromn the Governor to that
effeci. Therefore. I think a question of
this kind does not nevessitate the House
going into Committee of Supply to
consider it.

Tu: PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir
J. Forrest) : While I of course fully
recoguise that the hon. member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) is
acting in a way that is desired by his
constituents, at the same time I am
glad to know that he does not expect
that there is any chance of the Govern-
ment constructing this line at the present
time; nor do I think that, when he
comes to consider the whole matter, he
bimnself will desire that this should be
done at present. I have explained
clearly to hon. members that there are
no funds available for this work; that a
further authorisation of loan moneys
would be necessary; and, seeing that,
I cannot make myself believe that this
is a matter of urgency. Bulong is
situated only some 15 miles from the
Boulder, and, if the district is not pro-

way objecting to the hon. member’s action, , gressing as fast as the hon. member
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would like, and as we would all desive, I
do not think it can be said that its slow
progress is due to its being in an isclated
position.  Fifteen miles 18 a good long
way, no doubt; but wot so long as the
distance of many other places from rail-
ways or ports. Hon. members during
this session have expressed, in the clearest
way, their opinion that the Coolgardie
water scheme iz a matter of paramount
importance to the interests of the Eastern
goldfields and also to the colony.

Me. InLiNaworTu : Not as a Govern-
ment work.

Tue PREMIER: Yes; I think thev
have as o Government work. You, per-
haps, have not done so, but you are in a
very small minority of perhaps one or
two.

Mz. InuinawoRrTH :
a division on the point.

Tae PREMIER: If you take u divi-
g10n, you will find you are in a very small
minority ; but you will not do anything
of the kind. This House has de-
cided that the Coolgardie water scheme
is & mabter of great importance, and
the Government fully recognise that
all our endeavours, and all our resources,
should bLe devoted to that work; and T
strongly advise hon. members, whatever
part of the colony they come from,
not te try to get moneys expended
on other works, for this must have the
effect of stopping this great undertaking.
‘We have enough to doin connection with
it. Great care and judgment will be
necessary in order to pilot that work
successfully through the difficulties sur-
rounding financial operations; and, for
my own part, I could not assent to a new
authorisation for other works, so long as
that great work is staring us in the face.
As tiine goes on, and as the means of the
colony permit of it, no one will be more
glad than myself to see the railway ex-
tended to Bulong and to every other good
centre on the goldfields. That goes with-
out saying, for it is our policy and desire
to doso. But it is impossible for us to
do so now: and even the hon. member
bhimself—who, I am sure, is thoroughly
in earnest in regard to the matter—will
see that T vould not bLring myself to ad-
vocate the expenditure of money in those
districts at the present time, I thiuk the
object of the motion will be served by

We will take
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which hon. members can express their
views in regard to it; and then I should
certainly like to advise the hon. memnber to
withdraw it, in the hope that, at some
future time, means will be availlable for
carrying out the work. T have not yet
visited Bulong, but I hope soon to have
an opportunity of doing so; and the hon.
member may rest assured that the
Government and the House are desirous
of extending our railway system where-
ever we can profitably do so—where-
ever it will pay; and the only reason
why we are not able to do so is that
we have other works of great impor-
tance which we are desirons of carry-
ing out. If the hon. member follows my
snggestion he will have attained his
object, and will save myself, and many
others in this House who are anxious to
help him in every way, the annoyance of
having pliced wpon us the very un-
pleasant duty of voting against ham. T
hope that hon. members will express
their viewz on the question, and thus
afford information to myself and others,
and then probably the mover of the
motion will find it in the interest of his
distriet and in that of his friends to with-
draw it. :

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie): A
session or two ago, or early last session,
I mentioned this matter in the House:
and later on, the Commissioner of Rail-
ways will remember that when the Boulder
railway was being made to the lakes we
talked the matter over. I very heartily
gupport, this motion, because I.know the
district as well as anybody in the colony.
I know not only Bulong and Kurnalpi,
but the very large and growing district
called the Mount Monger district, where
there are at the present time a good many
hundreds of prospectors, and several score
of mines with good prospects. Altogether
the Bulong district, as a radiating centre,
might be said to serve 2,000 people.
And it is very important to mnote thaf,
after you pass the lakes, you have only
about 14 miles to go to reach Bulong,
and there are on the road such dis-
tricts as the Golden Ridge — a pro-
mising mining centre-—and the Corsair.
The most important of all, however, is
Ballagundi, and from that to Bulong is
ouly four miles. Beyond Bulony we have
Taurus, a district which has batteries

havinyg a discussion on this matter, during | erected at the present time; and further
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on again is Kurnalpi. The Mount Mon-
ger district is one I have heen largely
connected with: and I know that some
large firms at howme have one or two
mines there now.
Morgans, from Coolgardie, has a very
good mine there, from which he is getting
splendid ore at the present time. My
ides s that it would not be impossible to
build the Bulong railway out of revenuc
for a very small sum. I do not say
that it should be done immediately, but
some time next year.
to encourage vou all along the road
from such places as the Bulong lakes,
the Corsair and Ballagundi—altogether
about 14 miles, so that you serve a very
large district by means of this route. I
do not suppose any of us imagine
there is wuch loan money to spend, “and
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I think my friend Mr.

You have traffic '
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sure of his company at Bulong next year,
when he will beable to see for himselt
that the developments there warrant the
expenditure of a few thousand pounds
out of revenue for the construction of
this line. If a majority in this House
believed in private enterprise, as I do
myself in such cases us tlus, I would find
a company to-morrow to construct the
line very quickly, We could easily find
the money to run that little bit of line
through ; and if private peopleare wiliing
to do this, it is only fair to suppose
that there is business to be done. We
must await future developments.

Me. A. FORREST (West Kluuberley):
My syinpathy is altogether with the hon.

i member who has introduced the motion ;

I kuow that the whole of the attention -

of the Government is fixed upon the
Coolgardie water scheme;

but I agree .

with the Premier that it is justas well

to educate the House with regard to the

possibilities and probabilities of these |

mining  districts. A great deal de-
pends, however, upon these centres
themselves. If they continue to prosper

—if Bulong goes ahead, as 1 believe
it will—the necessity for a railway
will be forced upon us; bmt I would
not encourage any centre that would not
help itself until it got a railway. I think
it 15 wrong to sit down within 18 miles
of a railway, and wait until that railway
comes. We have a very long line of reef
at Bulong, and a great many batteries
are going up. I hope that vigorous
tovm will go ahead, and I think they
will not be doing badly if they get a
railway in a few months’ time or
even in 12 months. Bulong has
turned out alluvial gold second only
to Kalgoorlie in quantity. It is my old
district—a place which I know very well,
and where some of the finest people on
the tields are to be found. I do not think
there are a nicer lot of people on the gold-
fields. I have spent manya pleasant. day
around that neighbow ‘hood. and T uotice
that all those who were there in the old
days are sticking to the district. Alto-
gether, I sympathise with the hon.
member who intreduced this motion, and
I sympathise with the Premier; and I
want te impress upon the right hon.
gentleman that I hope to have the plea-

but I shall feel bound to vote against it
in a division. on the principle that no
proposals to build railways to the pold-
fields or elsewhere should be introduced
into this House until the whole question
of railway construction throughout the
colony can be counsidered at the same
time.  There are hundreds of important
places in this country which are far more
than 15 miles from the nearest railway.
That is not a great distance for people to
cart their machinery or bring their goods
into town. In the Northern parts of the
goldfields, north of Menzies and east of
Cue, there are many important centres
producing « large quantity of gold, which
have to cart their machinery, not for 15
miles, but for hundreds of miles. The
hon. member is quite right, however;
and if his proposal was brought on at the
proper time I would vote for it, for I
know Buleng. I know its surroundings,
aud I know what a bad road it has ; und T
hope that when the hon. member for East
Coolgurdie (Mr. Movan) takes the Premier
there, he will go 1n the winter when it is
raining, because in swnumer you can see
for miles and miles the dust that rises
alony the nearly straight road that joins
Kalgoorlie to Bulong. I hope he will go
there at & time when he will not be liahle
to be irritated by the dust storms that
come over that portion of the district. 1
am certain, however, that the hon. mmem-
ber for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper) will take the advice which has
been tendered to him, and will with-
draw this motion. We all believe in
giving every facility to the yoldfields as
well as to every portion of the colony,
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and no one will be more ready than I to
support this proposal when the proper
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< payable qualities of which are doubtful.

time arrives and we have the money—it -

will require another Loan Bill perhaps--
to build rvailways in our back country.
The Bolong railway will of course be one
of the first works to he undertaken, and
by that time it will have grown in import-

.IllLe aund there will be no necessntv to have

any d_lscusslon whatever upon it.  We all
know that the Government are just about
to build a railway to Kanowna.. Either
through goed management or good luck
we know that railway will be self-support-

are also aware that the railway, without
the late developments in the district,
would not have paid for axle grease. We
know very well that it does not tap any
district, but only one single spot. At the
present time I think the hon. member can
do nothing better than withdraw the
motion. I should be sorry to vote agninst
it, because I Dbelieve the railway is
necessary, though it is impossible to
build it at the present time.
the remarks of my friend the member
for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran), the
ideaz of building railways by private
companies is out of date in this House.
He may as well rest assured on that
point, because membhers on this side of
the House are mot prepared for the
carrying out of railways Ly private
enterprise. No doubt a syndicate could
be formed on this side of the House {o
build a railway if they got the chance, but
they have not got the chance.

M=. VOBPER (in reply): I must say
T am extremely gratified at the friendly
manner in which my motion has been
received by members of this House, and,
in view of the very kindly attitude taken
by the Premier, I shall, at the conclusion
of my few remarks, ask leave to withdraw
the motion. I quite agree with the right
hon. gentleman that my ol)]ect has been
served. My excuse for bringing forward
the motion -is that the district to be

gerved would be greatly improved if a ;

railway were constructed. I believe, as
one hon. member pointed out, that this 15
miles of line will pay from the very be-
ginning. With all due deference to the
hon. member for West Kimberley (Mr. A

Forrest), there is a good deal more to be
said of a line of 15 miles which will pay
than of a line of 100 or 200 miles, the

I thank hon. members for the manner in
which they have received the motion, and
I ask the permissiou of the House to
withdraw it.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

MOTION—BORING FORSUBTERKANEAN
DEPOSI'IS OF ALLUVIAL GOLD.
Mr. VOSPER wmoved “ That in the
opinion of this House it 1s desirable that
the Government should undertake a
series of boring operations on the various

. goldfields of the colony, with the view
ing from the first, though hou. members

As for

to proving fhe existence or otherwise
of subbermnedn deposits  of alluvial
gold.” He said: I shall not oceupy

the attention of the House long in in-
troducing this motion. It will be within
the recollection of hon. members that
what is called a deep lead was recently
discovered at Kanowna, and that deep
lead was discovered under curious eir-
cumstances. In the first place there were
peculiar geological features attaching to
the piece of country now being worked
for shis alluvial gold. A shaft was sunk
four feet deep and bottomed on alluvial
wash, and after that the party followed
the wash down and they found that the
wash was golng away too steeply to carry
ou open work. They sunk the shaft
further to get the wash at u greater depth,
and they found at 30ft. or 40ft. a valu-
able wash. Since that time hundreds
of shafts have been sunk in the neigh.
bourhood; in what is believed to be an old
lake hed an extremely rich alluvial wash
is being obtained. Some hon. members
could hardly credit the richness of the
alluvial unless they saw the stuff. I
Lkuow parties of prospectors—two or
three of them-—the members of which
were in almost indigent circumstances
prior to the discovery of this field,
and, for the past few weeks, they
have been bagging a thousand pounds

. worth of gold per week. In addition

to the lead being extremely rich, the
discovery has come at such a time that
it has relieved the labour market, the
strain on the local storekeepers and conse-
quently the merchants who serve them,
and it has brought the district, which
was in a languishing condition, well to
the front. Tt has made the railway pay,
which was doubtful before the lead was
discovered, and altogether this find has
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heen of great value to the country.
would be still more valuable if what has

(1 Decemeer, 1897.]

It

ocewrred at Kanowna occurred at other

centres. There are precisely the same
geological conditions to be found else-
where as oceur at Kanowna, and the Gov-
ernment should endeavour to take steps
to see what districts are affected in the
same way as this one. On the surface at
Kanowna, except at one particular spot,
there was nothing to imdicate that
there was a deep lead there. There
arg lavge areas of country which are
precisely similar in appearance to the
country around Kanowna, where the lead
has been discovered. I do not allude to
the physiographical aspects of the country,
but to the geological aspects. There are
large areas of similar country at Kal-
goorlie, Coolgardie, and Hannan's Lake,
and when at the Norseman some little
time ago, I saw country that I suspect
eontains deep leads carrying alluvial
gold. This find that has been made at
Kanowna is not, technically speaking, a
deep lead: it is within 30 feet of the
surface, and is, therfore, easily worked by
the alluvial miners. As the Government
Greologist has said, it is not a deep lead
in the true meaning of the words. There
may be deep leads obtained there, und
shortly after I tabled the notice of this
motion I received a letter from a gentle-
man who was one of the members of one
of the first prospecting parties which
went out to search for gold in New
South Wales, shortly after Hargreave
made the discovery there, and he has
been working at gold-mining ever
gince, and is a fair geologist ; aud he,
having travelled over the greater portion
of the goldfields of this country, has
expressedl the opimion that other rich
subterranean finds will bhe made. There
are portions of the Murchison and places

— ——— ———

ahout Cue where it is extremely probahble -

that leads of this kind will be found.
It is even more probable that leads
will be found at these places than
around Coolgardie, Decause there are
rather high hills and mountains aad
deep gullies at these places; and these
mountains more or less are composed of
auriferous rock, and the wash from these
rocks must have gone somewhere.
highly probable that deep leads will be
found on these goldfields, the accumul-
ations of ages past. It is hard work for

It is .

motion for Boring. 731
the alluvial digger to go and search for
leads of this kind. He may sink five or
six feet, but when it comes to a hundred
feet it is a serious matter for these
alluvial diggers. Large capitalists might
undertake it, but they cannot get a suffi-
cient area of ground te make it worth
their while to go prospecting. I believe
it is the duty of the Government to
undertake some work in this respect.
I believe the Government are possessed
of drills in the colony which bave Dbeen
used ineffectually in the search for artesian
water, and these drills might be turned to
account by being used in other centres to
search for t"hesebleads. There is a drill

. at Coolgardie which is not mow being

nged, and it might be shifted a few hun-
dred yards and taken on to Fly Flat and
a bore put down there.

Mr. Kinesmint: You do not want
diamond drills for boring for deep leads.

Me. VOSPER: Any kind of drill
that will bring a core up will do for this
work. I do not think any yreat expense
would be involved, whereas 1t would be a
benefit to the country if we found only
one more lead such as has been discovered
at Kanowna. It would be a vast benefit
to the country generally; it will raise the
Government revenue, increase the popu-
lation, and make Western Australia
more attractive. If the Government
were to make 50 experiments and only
one were successful, that would be u vast
benefit to the couniry. T simply desire
to move the motion. I do not wish
to suggest to the Government any
particular method to adopt to recoup
themselves. If one hore is found to be
successful, that will be quite sufficient to
pay them indirectly for any expense they
may be put to. If the Government wish
to recoup themselves, 1 think, on the dis-
covery of yold, the Government might
reserve a certain amount of land imme-
diately around the bore and cut it up
into blocks and sell it by auction, or the
Government could take out the gold
themselves. Say, for example. & bore was
put down; surrcunding that bore the
land could be surveyed, and the Govern-
ment could then dispose of the land
according to the value of the lead found.
That would undoubtedly recoup the Gov-
ernment for anv expense.

Tue Presmrer: What do you think
vour proposal would eost*
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Mr. VOSPER: I cannot say definitely.
I do not think it would cost a great deal.
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There are one or two lhon. members who

are practical mining engineers, and are
pretty well acquainted with boring
operations.
member for Pilbarra (Mr. Kingsmill)
shows that he could give some informa-
tion on that poing. T am only poiuting
out the national a,dva,nta.tres, and to show
the Government the way in which they
could directly recoup themselves, or in-
directly recoup themselves. I think that,
if the Government threw open the whole
of the ground to the alluvial digger
as soon as an alluvial field was found, a
great advantage would accrue to the
colony, and the Government would recoup
indirectly. Similar discoveries to that
made at Kanowna could, T think, be
made all over the colony, not only in the
South but in the North; and if only one
or two such fields were found, there
would be no fear of population leaving
us, but there would be a new rush to the
colony, and we would see something like
the good times experienced two years ago.

Tae Premier: What amount of
money do you think it will cost ?

Mr. VOSPER : The Government
might spend £5,000 or £10,000. Sup-
posing that amount was spent, it would be
no great speculation. I would like to
point out what was said with reference to
deep leads by Mr. Pitman, the Govern-
ment Geologist of New South Wales, and
w very high authority on mining of all
kinds throughout the world. Thatgentle-
man said that deep leads probably existed
in all the ¢entres I have mentioned. An
opinion such as that is not to be dis-
regarded. I urge the motion on the
favourable consideration of the House.

Mr. SIMPSON (Geraldton): I have
much pleasure in supporting the motion
of the hon. member. and 1 hope the
Government will see their way to accept
it. I think it will aid in the develop-
ment of the goldfields of the colony. It
has been an idea of mine for many years
that mining could be advanced con-
siderably by boring. The Government
might extend this horing for alluvial, now
that there are diamond drills in the
colony. These diamond drills could not
be used for boring for alluvial, hut they
could be used with advantage for deep
boring in search of deep lodes.

The mterjection of the hon. .

molion for Boring.

Mg. Vosper That is being done in
Queensland now.

Mgr. SIMPSON: The Government
have magnificent boring plants, and, if
they consider this suggestion—I do not
think it will be very expensive—it will
come uite within the himits of & reason-

, able allocation of the money to be granted

for the development of the goldfields. I
agree with the remarks which have fallen
from the hon. member for North-Eust
Coolgardie, that it would be of great value
to the colony if gold were discovered at
u yreater depth than it has been ob-
tained here previously. No doubt, as has
been pointed out by Mr. Pitman, we have
hundreds of places throughout the colouy
where gold could be found. I have much
plea,suve in supporting the motion, and I
hope the Government, in its wisdom, will
see fit to start operations, which will add
to the development of the goldfields in a
very important way.

Mx. KINGSMILL (Pilbarra) : [ have
the utmost pleaswre in supporting the
motion of the hon. member for North-
East Coolgardie. 'With regard to the
goldfield I have the honour to represent,
there is 4 very ample field for boring
operations on that field. I can point out,
not one, but half a dozen places where
boring operations would result in the
discovery of valuable alluvial fields. 1
would impress on the Government the
fact that there is absolutely no industry
that benefits the colony so quickly and to
such a great extent as alluvial mining.
Tt brings the population that spends the
money “into the country. There is no
money in the shape of dividends going
out of the country, the mouey heing circu-
lated in the colony right away. It is a
matter for regret that, in the case of
many reefing properties at the present
time, althongh Western Australia has
the best wuning industry in Australia,
it derives less benefit from the industry
directly. These boring plants which have
been spoken of need not unecessarily be
used for the purpose of boring for deep
leads alone. Pretty nearly every water
supply office on the goldfields has a horing
plant.

Mr. Morax: They would be of no use
for the purpose of boring for alluvial
They do not take a core out.

Mr. KINGSMILL: They would do a
considerable amount of good, even if they
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did not extract a core. In the Nullagine
district a diamond drill is necessary.
Private individuals have sunk 140ft., and
are still on the alluvial formation, which
carries gold, but it is not payable. Anyone
acquainted with alluvial mining knows
that until the bed rock has been reached,
ne one can expect to meet with payable
stuff. There 15 no doubt that, when the
deep lead at Nullagine is reached, a dis-
covery will be made that will he of great
advaniage to the colony,

M. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : It is uvver three vears since 1
expressed the conviction to a number of
mining men that deep leads would be
found in this colony. At the last election,
w very strong and influential deputation
waited on me and urged me to bring this
matter before the Government. Hon.
members who know the Ballarat district

{1 DecexBER, 1897.]

know that, strictly speaking, the deep .

leads were discovered by boring.
Mgr. Moran : They suspected the leads
were there before they started boring.
Mr. ILLINGWORTH : If they knew

the leads were there, there would have .

been no use boring. Tt was by no means

a certainty that the deep leads that crossed

from the Band of Hope away to the
Madame Berry were there, and it was
only by boring that it was absolutely
proved to he a fact. I think, with the
hon. member for Geraldton (Mr. Simp-
son), that these experuments, if carried
out, will materially advance our interest.

Tee Premier: Thereis plenty of room |
* luvial lead at Kanowna there are 10

for private enterprise.
Mz ILLINGWORTH: At present I

think the Government have a pretty large

vote for the development of the gold-
fields, and there is no better way of
spending that money than in the direction
here indicated. This House has voted in
the past, and no doubt will vote this
vear, a large sum of money for the
development of the goldbelds, and the
Government will do well to use some
money in this direction. I do urge that
the Government should make a start in
some district to prove if any discoveries
can be made.

Mr. MORAN (East Coolgardie): I

am as fully aware as other members
of the value of the discovery of the
semi-deep alluvial found here. The mode
of discoverv of that alluvial was encourag-
ing, and 1t is reasonable to hope that
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other leads of a like nature will be
discovered without aid. At Kanowna
the lead was discovered in the ordinary
way: it was simply a surface lead, and
the men gradually got deeper and deeper
until they got below the ordinary depth,
and they did not discover, until they got
to this greater depth than wusual, that
they were on anything new. On Fly Flat
in the old days the alluvial digger sunk
12 or 14 feet, and at the present day there
are plenty of holes there to indicate this.
Miners never called that a deep lead, but
for this Kanowna lead the men had to go
dlown helow what is generally looked on
as bottoming. At present itisnot known
what this discovery is: it may be an old
creek bed or something else. The concensus
of opinion is that it is a creek bed.
Whilst ny sympathies are with the
motion, and recognising as I do that the
discovery of alluvial gold gives a great
impetus to a place for the time being, I
am sure there is not a single boring plant
in Western Australia that could be used
for this kind of boring. To my mind
it is ridiculous to set to work with the
horing plant they have at Coolgardie to
bore 50 or 60 feet. The Crovernment
would have to be prepared with a large
supply of water to go down to the depth
named, so us to get a core out. The best
horing plant is the Calyx drill.

Tre Premier: We have two or three
of those.

Mr. MORAN : They are the hest bor-
ing drills that can be used. At the al-

shafts sunk for every ome that is going
to get gold. You might oo to a new
field and putdown half-a-dozen single bores
without getting any result. T contend
that every lead in Australia has been
followed from a known source, and the
big leads in Victoria to-day were fol-
lowed from a known source. They have
gone for 40 or 30 miles, hut they were
followed from a known source. I believe
to-day there i1s no place in Coolgardie
where you could put down a hore where
there is not a shaft already down. I
know, at the present time, of a semi-deep
lead that has been discovered on a lease
at the Boulder, and gold was discovered,
but no one can touch it. T desire to
pointout to the Government that if they
have the Calyx boring drills, which are
the best in the world for boring down to
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100ft., they should at once utilise them
in boring for deep leads. It would be
very desmable to send one or two to the
Pilbarra fields. I believe there is one of
the bigpest alluvial deposits in the colony
onthatfield. Astoputtingdowna diamond
drill to find alluvial gold, that is useless,
If the Government have the Calyx drill
they had better use it. Better still, the
Government might arrange some sort of
a plant on a hand drill, so as to bore
to 100ft. : in that way the Government
could rig up drills which would do good.
I wish to imprees on the Government the
desirability of offering substantial re-
wards for the discovery of payable
alluvial leads. If the Government were
to spend £5,000 or £10,000 in offer-
ing rewards to-morrow for alluvial
leads, a great stimulus would be
given to the gold-mining industry. That
iz my opinion, and I point this out
to the Government: T am not opposing
the motion; but I want the Minister of
Mines to grasp the question at once, and
to offer a good substantial reward—
according to the depth, and the diffi-
culties undergone in the search, and
according to the richness of the find-—for
the discovery of fresh alluwvial leads. The
bonus system appears to be a good one
a]l round. Pay according to results.
Encourage men in private enterprise. 1
will not oppose the motion, but I would
point out how many difficuities are in the
way of it, and how the same object could
be attained on a better principle. T do
not know what view the Government will
take of the matter.

M=r. RASON (South Murchison): I
huve much pleasure in supporting the
motion of the hon. member, and I hope
that if it finds favour with the House, the
Government will see their way to give
effect to it. I do not think the expendi-
ture of a large sum of money is involved ;
and I am sure from my experience and
from the information T have received that
the speculative element hardly comes in
at all.  On very many goldfields the
existing indications are so satisfactory
that there is little reason to doubt that
boring to a comparatively shallow depth
would prove the existence of several
alluvial leads. .

Mz. Morar: I wish I knew them.

M=r. RASON: 1 shall be happy to
show the hon. member a place where even
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he will be satisfied that alluvial exists.
But I would point out, sir, that there is
no very great inducement for a private
individual to sink for alluvial, for he
mugt ineur a considerable expenditure of
time and money and, even if he proves
its existence, the guantity of ground he
receives in retrn is not sufficient to
enable him to continne working to any
great depth. There are several goldfields
in this colouy concerning which everyone
who has seen them is of opinion that
there is a strong probability of leads
of alluvial being found on them. The
evidence of Mr. Pitman, the Government
Geologist of New South Wales, which
has already been referred to, and
which came directly before me, was very
strong upon the point, as was the evidence
of many other scientists. The statement
of the hon. member for North-East
Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper), that the opinion
of experts is in favour of his theory, is
amply borne out by almost every expert
opinion that has been taken on the
subject. I have very great pleasure
indeed in supporting ths motion. I
believe that, if adopted by the Govern-
ment, it will prove of great benefit to the
mining industry; and I sincerely hope
that the Government will be able to carry
it into effect.

Hox. H. W. VENN (Wellington) :
Unlike the last speaker, I must certainly
suggest that the Government should not
adopt this prineiple. The possibility of
the Government bores catching alluvial
leads seems to me very remote, Inasmuch
as these patches oceur in isolated locali-
ties, and may be found 10ft., 20ft., 30ft.
or 40ft. apart, and the bore will be very
unlikely to touch them. It is guite a
different thing to following up a reef,
for then there is a possibility of getting
it; but for the Government to undertake
the problematical and speculative chance
of finding leads by means of bormg would
be to incur an enormous expense for a
very small result. This kind of mining
will no doubt develop itself. The induce-
ment is there. The impetns has been
given by such discoveries as those at the
White Feather, and I feel sure that it
would not be a wise or a good thing for
the Government to accede to this pro-
posal. It had far better be left entirely
to private speculation. But there does
seem to he something in the idea of the
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member for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran},
when he zaid it would be well for the
Government to offer a bonus. That pro-
posal seems to me to be a reasonable and
practical way of doing things; but that

'1 DeceEMBER, 1897.]

course also wuuld open up a fresh field

for discussion as to what is the absolute

definition of the phrase “alluvial gold.” -

But. allowing, for the sake of argument,
that this is a small matter, then I say
the best course for the Government to
adopt would he to give a bonus for the
discovery of deep alluvial gold.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : No doubt. the motion of the hon.
member looks very reasonable—-" That in
the opinion of this House it is desirable
that the Govermmentshould undertake a
series of horing operations on the varions
goldfields of the colony, with a view to
proving the existence or otherwise of
subterranean deposits of alluvial gold.”
L think everyone will agree that if we
could only find some of these subter-
ranean deposits, they would be good
things. But T think it is a very large
order that the hon. member is gomg for
— the varions goldfields of the colony.”
I do not know where the mmoney is to
come from to carry out this proposal. T
could understand it £ it was desived that
deep hores sheuld be put down at one or
two places, at a cost wnot exceeding a
certain amount, say, £10,000; for then
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could not possibly carry it out.” When
the Goverument bring down proposals of
their own and hon. members assent to
them, we are bound to carry them out;
but the same cannot be said of this pro-
posal, which involves an expendifure
of sat least £100,000. My friend the
member for South Murchison (Mr.

+ Rason) says that he knows a place

* place.

exactly suitable for horing operations;
and the member for North-East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Vosper) knows of another
My experience of boring is that,
by the time you have got your machine to
the place. and found water for it, and

- put down & shaft for the water, it is a

we would know what we were undertak- -

ing. But a propesal of this kind,

though it looks very nice on the surface,

seems to me a little it reckless; and I
think—and I say this with the very best
intention and in the most friendly wuy
—that if resolutions having such a wide
meaning are catried in this House, the
result will be that the ‘Government will
find themselves very much hampered.
The proposal really asks the House to
spend an immense sum of money.

Mg. Vosrer: It does nat bind.

Tue PREMIER: No; but you put the
Government in the position of appearing
to act contrary to the wishes of the House.
When the House meets next session, and
the Goverument have done very little
under this resolution, what wiil my friend
opposite say ¥ That the Government are
flouting this House by doing nothing or

very expensive operation; and I do not

- think there 18 any provision on the Esti-

mates this year that would provide this
amount of money. Provision is made
for the allocation of all the amounts
asked for in respect of the goldfields
water supply, and I know there is no
money on the T.oan Estimates which has
not heen allocated ; so that there would
probably he no money with which to
carry out this resolution. Hon. members
are aware that our financial arrangements
for the year are now practically hefore
them, that is, as far as the consolidated
revenue is concerned ; and, while I danot
like to uppose this motion, knowing that
my action in apparently opposing the
searching for gald by deep boring will be
liable to misvepresentation, I really think
that for financiul reasons the scheme is
impracticable at the present time. Hon.
members opposite—at least the hon.
members for Albany (Mr. Leake) and for

. Gernldton (Mr. Simpson)—are always

pext to nothing to give effect to its reso-

lution.
certainly passed this resolution, but we

We will have to say : “ You have

telling us about private enterprise, and
what it could do if we only gave it a
chance. Now here is a chance for private
enterprise to put down some bores.

Mr. Vosper: Please, do not saddle
my motion with the opinions of others.

The PREMIER: The Government
will not in any way interfere with private
individuals boring down inte the earth
and finding these deep leads. Therefore,
some of those gentlemen who are longing
to invest their capital in the colony under
the auspices of the hon. members, or, at
any rate, with their consent, have in this
proposal a splendil opportunity to take
some action. I think we are getting into
a dangerous path when we pass these
general resolutions. Of course, if the
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House likes to pass them, we will see
what we can do; but T must remind
hon. members that we cannot do very
much. Of course, we could do this:
we could, if 1t were desirable, re-
move the splendid boring machine we
now have on the Coolgardie goldfields, and
put it down in some other place; but I
do not think that would meet the wishes
of hon. members. It might go down
another 300 feet where it is now; but I
may tell the House that orders have been
given to dismantle the machine, so that it
can of course be used elsewhere. Tt is
an expensive machine; still, we know
exactly what the expense is, and no doubt
funds could be found to make another
bore with it.

Me. Moran: It costs £700 to set it up
every time.

Tee PREMIER: Certainly 1t does;
but we really have not the funds available
to conducet boring operativus in the various
goldfields all over the colony. I <o not
propose to divide the House on the gues-
tion; but T think it my duty to express
these views, and I am sure that if we had
the views of the hon. the Speaker, he wounld
tell us that such resolutions are subversive
of the satisfactory conduct of the financial
affairs of this country. If they were
passed, I do net know how the Govern-
ment could be bheld respousible for
maintaining the financial position. I
think the hon. member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) will tell
you that they are almost wnheard of
mn the other colonies. Why so? Be-
cause you cannot have two sets of perscns
responsible for the finances. You must
have a Government, and hold them re-
sponsible. Although owr Standing Orders
are more stringent than those of the Par-
Liaments of the other colonies, still, in
thoze places, resolutions of this kind are
nearly a dead letter, because it is found
they will not work. T hope hon. mem-
bers will not press this motion at the pre-
sent time.

. Mz. GREGORY (North Murchison):
T am sorry that this motion does not pro-
pose to set aside a certain sum of money
for this purpose. There is no doubt that
if one or two leads like that at Kanowna
were discovered, they would be of im-
mense direct and indirect benefit to the
eountry. Oalyx drills would not cost such
a great sum of money; and, by boring
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to depths of from 80 to 150 or 200 feet,
fresh water might at least be discovered,
and that would be of immense value, and
would almost repay the cost of the
machine. I believe you have several
Calyx drills in the country.

Tur Premier: They will not go
through hard rock.

Mr. Moraw : They would do very well
for this work.

Mr. GREGORY : I think if the re-
quest were limited to a certain sum, it
wonld meet the views of hon. members ;
and if a successful result followed, it
would be of considerable benefit to the
people of the colony.

Mr LEAKE (Albany): It is my
intention to support the motion, and I
think the information which the Mines
Department would gather from work of
this description would be most useful,
and also of a permanent charmcter. ¥
have always maintained that it is
important, 1n the interests of our mining
community, to have a thorough geological
survey of the country. Whether the
survey is to be merely a surface survey,
ot whether it is to be carried on in the
manuner herein indicated, I do not care;
but. the information to be gained by
horing in this manner would be valu-
able either in its positive or im its
negative aspect.  As to this motion being
subversive of the proper control of the
finances, it seems to me that this argu-
ment must crop up whenever we have any
motion involving directly or indirectly
the expenditure of money. But surely no
very great expense need be gone to,
because the proposer of the motion says
that it will be unnecessary to go down
more than 200 feet, and very likely
not more than 50 feet ; and, in the event
of anything valuable being discovered,
it would pay the Grovernment fen times
over. Then we are told by the Premier
that this undertaking ought to be left to
private enterprise. *“ Why do you not
advocate its being left to private enter-
prise " says the right hon. gentleman.
Well, we have advocated time after time
the leaving of certain works to private
enterprise; but we are bound to accept
the policy which the Government have
forced upon the people and upon Parlia-
ment. They will not look at private
enterprise; they do evervthing they can
to stifle it. and then they tell wus
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that private enterprise ought to be
employed. They have already told us
that they are going to do everrthing
themselves ; and yet, when we ask them
to do something in this particular
direction, they turn round upon us and
gay: “Why does not private enterprise
take it up?” In this instance private
enterprise cannot take it up, at any rate
80 long as the goldfields regulations re-
main as they are; becaunse, if private
enterprise put down a hore on a leaseand
struck alluvial, what would happen?
Why the alluvial diggrers would come on
the scene and remove the gold. Nomanis
going to put down an expensive bore on
an alluvial claim under such conditions.
The Governmentsay: “Let privateenter-
prise do it At the same time they will
not protect private enterprise, nor will
they do it themselves, because they say
they have not got the money or they are
afruid they will not have it. Well, they
have one million pounds to spend this
year in works and buildings. I ask hon.
members not to forget that. Can they
not spare a, few thousand pounds out of
that sum to make what is undoubtedly a
practical test in this direction? The
work itself would employ labour to a
certain extent, and, 1if successful, the
number of men to whom it would give
employment would be amazing.

Mz. VospeEr: It might double the
population,

Me. LEAKE: Certainly it might, and
not only double our population but scatter
it over a very vast area. I cannot see
that the motion involves the expendi.
ture of one or two hundred thousind
pounds; but even if it did, T would say,
spend that money in this way rather
than allow the Divector of Public Works
to spend it in the manner proposed on
these Estimates. Do what you can to
extend mining enterprise, and to induce
people to come to the colony. As for the
fact of this motion involving expendi-
ture, it is owr duty to suggest to the
(tovernment how they can best spend
their money. When I was speaking the
other night, the right hon. the Premier
said, in effect: “ If we do mnot spend
the money in works and buildings,
how do you suggest we should spend it 7"
Well, here is a suggestion. But it hap-
pens that the suggestion does not come
from the Government benches, and,
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therefore, it is not appreciated. It is too
practical for them to appreciate. I trust
bhon. members will pass the motion;
and, when we do pass a proposal like
this, we do not want it to be regarded as
mere waste paper. If there is nothing in
it, we should not discussit. 1 discuss
and support it because I believe it is of
practical value, and has great possibilities
before it. With that view, I say that if
it is passed I shall expect the (tovernment
to come down with some vote before this

* session ends to give effect to the reso-

lation ; and this they can do when they
re-commit their Hstimates, because re-
committed their Estimates undoubtedly
must be. The House, of course, is going
to cut these Estimates about a good deal
before wo finish with them. We are
going to take away, as itis, a substantial
sum from the Works Department; so let
them meet the question with a good
grace, and take a little larger slice, ané
appropriate to work of tlus deseriptior
some of the money which the Director
of Public Works ought not to have. 1
shall support the motion with very great
pleasure indeed.

Tee PreMIER:
power to do it!
rule this House !

Mz. LEAEKE: No; Ihavenot ruledit;
but to a certain extent I have heen able
to control the recklessness and extrava-
gance of the right hon. gentleman and
his colleagues.

Tre PreMiER: You have not gained
much by doing so.

Mr. VOSPER (in reply) : T must
again congratulate myself on the recep-
tion this motion has obtained. With all
due respect to the Premier, I do not
think many very serious objections have
been raised to it. As regards those of
the hon. member for East Coolgardie
{Mr. Moran), I only say that after all
they are mere matters of detail. The
upshot. is that, if certain drills will do
the work, they should be employed; and
if they are employed, the hon. gentle-
man is prepared to vote for the
resolution. I bave no doubt that, if
it is carried, the Government will set to
work to find out which drills are suitable,
and will employ them; and with regard
to offering a reward for the finding of
deep leads, T can ounly say that such deep
leads as they have at places like Kanowna

You have a lot of
You talk as if you could
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resemble virtue in this respect, that they
are their own reward. The right hon.
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proposal to expend say £10,000 than
the giyantic drilling works which the

gentleman, in replying to the motion, | Governments of Victoria and Queensland

said it was rather a large order.
subnit that it is no larger than the Grov-
ernment policy of establishing public
batteries ; and, although I am myself an
advocate of public batteries, I must say
that the chances of failure are greater
with respect to public batteries than they
are in connection with mere experiments
such as I propose in this motion.
[A MemBER: Nonsense!] A member
says ** Nonsense,” but the expenditure
on public batteries will amount to
£30,000 this year; and later on, it
is qguite possible that the Government
inspectors will put up batteries in wrong
places, and make very serious blunders.
‘We know that Governments have a very
unfortunate facility for making blunders;
and two or three blunders with 10-head
batteries would land the country in three
or four times the expense which is involved
in this proposal. My only desire was
to ask the Government to make a few
experiments ; and, as the hon. the Speaker
has pointed out, a resolution of this kind
has no binding effect, and merely ex-
presses the opinion of the House that
certain works should be done, and the
Governmentcan please themselves whether
they will do them. The Government may
be called to account for not having done
it; but they can always offer an explana-
tion for their inaction, and the House, I
am sure, would be perfectly willing to
accept explanations of that kind. If they
try the experiment and it twrns out to
be a failure, I do not suppose they
will be short of excuses. The Premier
says that every pgoldfields member
has pointed to some particular spot
at which boring ought to be carried on.
To my mind that shows a laudable desire
on the part of those members to geta
share of what is going. At the same
time, it does more than that. Tt illus-
trates the fact that thereis a Jarge number
of places in this colony where alluvial
gold exists, which are not being worked ;
and it illustrates the need for experiinents
of this kind. I do mnot propose the
Government should put down hores all
over the place at one and the same time,
but at least they should endeavour to find
out something; and I contend too that
there is nothing move dangerous in this

I would | have undertaken.

They have proved a
success there, after boring very hard reck;
and the Governments of those colonies
have done that for the benefit of the
country, although no direct benefit
whatever hag been derived from it, so far
as actual revenue is concerned. I think,
therefore, this Government might very
reasonably expend say £10,000 during the
present half year, and put down a few
experimental beres here and there; and
the result, I believe, would be highly
beneficinl to the colony at large.
Question put and passed.

At 630 pm. the Speaxer left the
Chair.

At 7.30 pm. the Speaker resumed the
Chair,

MOTION—WOMEN'S FRANCHI1SE.

Mr. WALTER JAMES (East Perth),
in accordance with notice, moved :—

That in the opinion of this House the best
interests of the colony require the extension
of the Parvliamentary franchise to women.
He said: During the course of this ses-
sion there have been several important
motions brought before this House, but I
ventwre to think I shall carry every hon.
member with me when I say that no
motion has been brought forward which
is 80 importaut as the one which I have
the honour and privilege of submitting to
the wewmbers of this House. Certainly
none of the motions have been so impor-
tant ag this motion ; none so far-reaching
in their effects as the motion which I
place before hon. members. Every motion
which has had in view the object of secur-
ing electoral reform has met with great
resistance, however small the object sought
to be obtained was. No reform, so faras I
can see, has ever been introduced in a
Houseof Parliamentary Government which
can have so far-reaching an effect as the
reform of conferring the franchise on the
women of the colony, not only on account
of the number of the women to be en-
franchised, but by reason of the fact
that, to a certain extent, that section has
never enjoyed the privilege of voting at
parliamentary elections. Regognising the



Parliamentary Franchise

importance of the mntion, hon. members
will not think that I am taking up too
rauch time when I place Lefore them, as
shortly as I can, not the whole of the
arguments in favour of the motion, but a
few of them. These will be sufficient to
show hon. members that the reform
demanded is justified, not only by ex-
perience in the sister colonies, but by the
justice of the cause itself. This is not a
matter which iz new and has to he dis-
cussed according to local conditions.
The arvguments apply equally in
every part of the world where they
have parliamentary governmeut. It is
not necessary to say what the local
conditions are, because the arguments for
and against, wherever they are used, are
equally arguments for und against the
franchise to women in Western Australia.
Recognising this, every member must
admit that, although this is an important
madtter, it has none the less been agitating
the minds of the public for a great num-
ber of years. I do not necessarily mean
that the minds of members of this House
have been agitated by reason of pro-
posals brought forward, but every person
in the House and the country must have
had cccasion, during the past 10 or 15
years, to think of the matter in a serious
light. People have seen dozens of articles
in periodicals, and the discussions that
have taken place in various Houses of Par-
linment, and they have heard the matter
discussed at public meetings. We know
a resolution in favour of this system and
a Bill adopting the principle have beea
passed in the Lower House of New South
Wales. We know that a Bill adopting the
system was passed in the Lower House in
Victoria. We know that the principle is
in force in South Australia and in New
Zealand, and I think it is in force, or a
Bill adopting the principle has passed the
Lower House in Tasmania. In addition
to that, a motion dealing with this
matter was supported in the House of
Commons by 152 members against 175.
The principle has been supported by
many of the great minds, not only in
Australia, where we have such men as the
late Hon. George Higinbotham, who
spoke strongly in favour of the principle,
but, in England, there was John Stuart
Mill, who supported the cause. I
think, important though the question is,
there has been sufficient discussion in the
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press of this colony, and in the press in
other parts of the world, to enable mem-
bers to make up their minds one way or
another. I would not have members think
that this motion bas been mmtroduced for
the purpose of giving immediate legislative
sanction to the principle in the motion.
I want to avoid that, hecause, if that
were the case, we should have to face
the difficulty of having an immediate
dissolution. T know that would be one
of the reasons, if I did mnot dis-
claim it at onee, for opposing the
motion. I desire to have discussion on
the guestion, and the principle affirmed.
I want members to keep perfectly free

| from all side issues, to keep away from

the warping influences which are intro-
duced into discussions when there is the
fear of a dissolution banging over their
heads. I venture to think, in dealing
with any reform or any measure, one im-
portant point is, not whether it is desired,
but whether the principle in the measure
is a just one. If it is fair and just, the
question is not whether the country de-
mands or requires it, but whether the
position of the country is such as to make
it unjust to introduce such measure.
I disapprove of the converse way of
stating these matters. In dealing with
matters of this kind we must assume
that the country wants justice, and,
as far as possible, will nsist on hav-
ing fair play. It is for those who
admit the principle, and those who say it
is a reasonable principle on the face
of it, to show that 1t 1s desired 1in
the highest and besl interests of the
country. We often hear the converse
proposition by members who oppose
motions like this: they say the country
does not require it or demand it. That
objection is not only used in connection
with this matter, but it is frequently used
in connection with measures and motions
brought before the House. Hon. mem-
bers say we admit that what you ask and
what you suggest is right and just; still,
does the country demand it? That is
the position which is taken up on a great
number of measures; that is the ground
which has been taken up in every case
where electoral reform has been sought
for: the same argument is always used.
I venture to think it is a bad argument;
it is the argument of procrastination ; it
is the argument of the men who say « We
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admit the justice of the case, but do not
do it to-day: do it to-morrow, when the
time is more opportune.” Sidney Smith,
in dealing with this argument, says:

This is the common argument of men who,
being in reality hostile to a measure, are
ashamed or afraid of appearing to be so. To-
day is the plea; external exclusion com-
monly the object. It is the same sort of
quirk as the plea of abatement in law, which
is never employed but on the side of a dis-
honest defendant, whose hope is to obtnin
an ultimate trinmph by overwhelming his
adversary with despair, impoverishment, and
lassitude. Which is the properest day to do
good? Which is the properest day to remove
a nuisance? We answer, the very first day
a man can be found to propose the removal
of it, and whoever opposes tha removal of it
on that day will (if he dare} oppose it on
every other day. There is in the minds of
many feeble fricnds to virtue and improve-
ment an imaginary period for the removal of
evils which it would be certainly worth
while to wait for, if there waus the smallest
chance of its ever arviving—a period of un-
azampled peace and prosperity, when a
patriotic king and an enlightened mob united
their ardent efforts for the amelioration of
human affairs; when the oppressor is as de-
lighted to give wp the oppression as the op-
pressed is to be liberated from it; when the
difficulty and the unpopularity would be to
continue the evil, not to abolish if.

I venture to think it is a bad argu-
ment. I know of few greater dangers in
connection with parlismmentary govern-
ment than that desire to keep off reform
until those who want reform are knocking
at the doors of Parliament. Tt is idle to
wait until public opinien is exeited and
the people are unable to give a cool and
dispassionate voice in this matter. It is
not well to wait until people are walling
about in processions and are burning
effigies. Tt i1s not the duty of Parlia-
ment to so conduct itself, and only togive
way to the people when they show dis-
satisfaction in a turbulent and more or
less unseemly manner. This argument
is used with greater force when we re-
member that the reform applies to a sex
which is not characterised by fondness
for walking about in processions, or which
adopts those tactics that are more or less
developed by the aggressiveness of political
men. I believe the women look to us for
justice. I ask hon. members not to set
this impertant question aside by using
the argument of procrastination. If what
is asked for is just, the sooner we adopt
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so much the better for the House and the
country in which we live. It has the
same effect as this extract from Justin
McCarthy’s * History of Our Own Times :”
If parliamentary institutions do really
come to be discredited in the country, as many
people love to predict, one especial renson will
be this very experience on the part of the
public that Parliament has invariably conceded
to persevercncethe reforms which it persistently
denied to justice. A refrrm is first refused
without reason, to be at last conceded without
grace. )
I hope we shall aveid that position, and
deal with the question as far as we can on
the merits. I will ask hon. members
and myself, what is the position those take
up who helieve in the extension of the
franchise to women? Wae say this, that
the fundamental object of every Parlia-
ment is to secure good government; and
not only that, but to secure just laws and
to see that these laws are justly adminis-
tered. Public opinion has broadened
and widened as we have got more and
more democratie. Years ago, Parlia-
ment used to be elected by property
owners: then we passed away from that
stage, and taxpayers were allowed to vote.
Then we passed away from that, and stil!
got broader and broader down to the
qualification of lodgers; until, in Australia,
we have a broader franchise based on the
mere individual. Bach rveform, taken
step by step from the inception of
parbamentary government to the present
day, has been justified. The reasons
urged in favour of the taxpayer being
represented were not the reasons urged
in favour of manhood suffrage. I
venture to think the principle we now
hold is this: every man subject to and
interested in good government should
have a voice in making the laws he has to
obey. Every man affected by Acts of
Parliament should havea voice in making
the Parliament. Parliament has to be—
it must be—a very good reflex of public
opinion and feeling; if it ceases to be that,
if it is out of touch with public opinion,
it is put out of power very promptly.
That is shown by the fact that directly a
House is out of touch with pubtlic opinion,
a dissolution is insisted upon. Public
opinion does not consist of those persons
only who have votes, or in the views of
the members of this House, or of the
members of any other House : it consists
of the opinion of every individual in the
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community ; and I do not think any one
in this House will shut his eyes to the
enormous influence women have in con-
trolling public opinion, I do not say
that women go to the press and write
letters, as men do, or that they go on to
the public platform, but men must recog-
nise the influence of womeun in public
opinion. If this public opinion, that
women assist to form, is the standard by
which we judge, is it not inconsistent to
say that this class of the community
which has such a large influence in con-
trolling public opinion has no right to
exercise a vote at the ballot-hox and say
who should be retwrned to Parbament.
Recognising, as we must recognise, that
this is the only way in which we
.can judge of the value of Parlia-
ment, and how closely it reflects
public opinion, how can we refuse a. vote
to the numerous class who so largely
influence public opinion in the selection
of members of Parliament. That is the
principle which has heen established by a
series of reforms ever since the Reform
Bill of 1832, reforms which have been
carried out more extensively in Aus-
tralia than in the old country ; and if that
is a principle, how can hon. members tell
me why women should be excluded? I
go further than that, and T challenge
any member of the House or outside the
House to take any qualification that
existed from 1832, or prier to that, and
tell me why women showld he excluded
when they equally fulfil the qualifications
that the Act lays down., If the qualifi-
cation is property, and a woman has pro-
perty, why should she not have a vote?
If the qualification is that of a mere
lodger, and she happens to be a lodger,
why should she not have a vote the same
as a male lodger? You are not giving a
vote to the individual, when these are the
gualifications, but you are giving it to the
property owner or to the lodger; there-
fore why should you refuse to extend the
vote to women, when they fall within the
four corners of the ualifications which
yourselves have placed on the statute
book ?  Surely women are subject to
every law you make, and they are affected
very closely and seriously by the ad-
ministration of the laws you make; there-
fore, the mere fact that now, as year
after year rolls on, a greater number of
women have to go ouf to earn their own
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living, in the increasing avenues of em-
ployment which ave being npened to them,
is in itself an argument why women showld
be represented in this House. I do not
think any member will say that women
have been properly protected by a Parlia-
ment of men. If I am right in the prin.
ciple I adduce as the foundation on which
all our electoral reform is based, if T take
the individual Acts of electoral reform,
and find that women fall within the prin-
ciple upon which each of these Acts is
based, then those opponents who want to
disqualify women should justify the onus
that is cast upon them, I will refer toa
very Couservative writer, Mr. Lecky, who
states, in his work on ‘ Democracy aud
Liberty”—

A ratepaying woman is thus constantly vot-
ingatclections, and often at contested clections,
conducted for the most part in much the same
way a3 eleetions for members of Parliaument.
She votes for parish and distriet councils, for
county conncils, for echoel boards, and poor-
Iaw guardians. In nearly all these ciections
she may be a candidate us well as a voter,
Large numbers of women have steod .and large
nuwbers have been chosen for such posts,
Many of these elections are fought on purely
political and party lines; and a vast propor-
tion of the taxation of the country is now
levied by bodies which woulen’s votes coutri-
bute to elect, and of which womcen arae fre-
quently members. It is surely not too much
to say that under such circumstances the onus
probandi rests upon those who refuse to go one
step further and admit them fo clections for
wmembers of Parliament. It will hardly, how-
ever, be seriously contended that the exercise
of such exalted powers is requived for the
average British voter, or that women have not,
both in the pust and in the present, shown
themselves to he largely endowed with capaci-
ties that are very useful in political Jife.
Suppose I desire to go further than that,
as I think we might well do, and meet
our adversaries at the gate, then, I ask,
what are the arguments they use? They
tell us constantly that women are suffi-
ciently represented alveady in Parliament;
but does any member of this House
think so? [Mg. ItLiveworTE: Yes.]
I ventwre to differ strongly from the
hon. member for Central Murchison. We
are told by some hon. members that
women are sufliciently represented in this
Parliament. How can we boast that
our women are the same as men in the
ere of the law, in connection with pro-
perty—perhaps some hon. member will
tell me how—except that they are subject
to the same penal enactments ¥  The law
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falls equally on the back of the man and
the woman, but the man holds the lash.
Take the property rights, and observe
how many pgenerations of struggle were
necessary before women could aequire
even the qualified rights they now have in
property, 1 have myself heard in this
House —I think in the year 1892, when
the present Property Act in relation to
women was introduced, that being the
first time that women obtained any pro-
perty rights in this colony —when that
Bill was being discussed in this Chamber,
I heard a distinguished member of Parlia-
ment at that time state that women
had no right in property whatever,
that they ought to be kept for the wash
tubs. [M=z. A. Forresr: Who said
that?] Is that the kind of repre-
sentative who should represent women in
Parliamnent? If a man were to make a
statement like that, m connection with
men, and if he meant it, he would be
howled down by the House; but the
member T am referring to was not howled
down. His remark was greeted all round
by a piece of good humoured laughter.
Ts that the sort of member of Parliament
who correctly represents women ?  What
is the position of women so far as the
care of children is concerned? At the
present moment, women have no status
in dealing with the custody of children.
The husband absolutely controls the
custody of the child. 1t is a gross and
cruel injustice that this Parliamnent, al-
though it i said to correctly and
thoroughly represent women, keeps the
law as it stood a hundred years ago in
England, in relation to this matter;
although in England that law has been
rectified entirely, so that 4 woman there
has the control of her child up to 16
vears of age. As the law stands in this
colony to-day, a father, on his death bed,
can appoint a third person to take
charge of his children, out of the hands
of his wife. [Mr. ILLineworTH: Alter
that law.] Why does not the hon.
member alter it? TFor five years since
the hon. member has been here as a
representative, that law has been on the
statute hook, and the hon. member has
not raised a finger to remove that gross
blot. [t is said that women are
represented in Parliament now; butb is
not every man more or less indirectly
represented in this House? Yet that
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is never looked upon as a sufficient
argument, when we have before us some
question of extending a class franchise to
other classes of men. If T used that
argument, the member for Central Mur-
chison would laugh it to scorn. Passing
to another point, what is the position of
women with regard to divorce? Is there
a just principle recognised in her case ?
Is it right that a woman should be sub-
ject to an ackion for divorce if she
commits the offence of adultery once,
whilst a man may commit the offence
and go on committing it in the most
open and flagrant way, while not sub-
ject to the same punishment? Is that
right or just? Can any member of
this House point out to me why in-
equality exists in this matter, and why,
while the law of England has been
rectified, it has not been rectified in the
Parlinment of this country 7 Uur laws
in regard to women are more degrad-
ing than are the laws in any other part
of Australia, or in any civilised part of
the world.

Tae PREMIER:
statement.

M=z. JAMES: I challenge the right
hon. gentleman to prove I am wrong. Tt
is all rubbish for the right hon. gentle-
man to make statements like that. If I
am wrong, show I am wrong.

Tre Preaner: I say it is not correct.
You should not be so dictatorial.

Mr. JAMES : T intend to be dictatorial
ou this point, because I am not speaking
now as the member for East Perth,
but T am speaking for a principle that
is infinitely more important than a mere
question of public works or expenditure.
There are questions of social legislation
in this colony which are more important
even than the continued existence of the
Premier in office.

Trne PREMIER:
that. Very polite.

Mr. JAMES: In this discussion, it
is just as well to serve “tit for tat” in
order to stop interruptions in the future.
Not only is the ¢laim of women un-
answerable in theory; not only is it un-
answerable because I am repeating what
Mr. Gladstone states, that men have not
been true guardians, and have not looked
after the interests of women as they
ought to bave looked after them; not
only is the ¢laim of women unanswerable

That is a very good

A very good remark,
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by way of principle, but looking at the

[1 Decenser, 1897.]

practical effect, we find that in America |

they have a system of female suffrage
which has been in operation since 1869 ;
that in New Zealand the same principle
has been in operation since 1893, and in
South Australia since 1896, We know
how it has worked in New Zecaland, for
out of 100,000 women who are registered
as electors, no less than 90,000 recorded
their votes at the last general election.
As to America, this i1s what the Governor
of Colorado said in dealing with it:

So far, the objections made to equal suffrage
during the campaign preceding the eleclion
at which the ballet was given to women, have
not been sustained by the facts. The wumen
do take an interest in the questions under
discussion, nnd do take the trouble to vote.
The only danger anticipated, and not yet
proven not to exist, is that they may be
deceived by those having ulterior motives,
but professing righteous nnd disinterested
purpuvses. But they are realising that it is
necessary for them to investigate the facts for
themselves, and not to helieve all that they nre
told ; especially keeping in mind that in
politics,as in other matters, the source must
be considered. The correctness of their pur-
pose tends to correct their inexperience.
There are §0,000 women cligible to vote in
Colorado, and about 65,000 voted at the last
election.

That is the position, so far as Colorado
is concerned. Then we have the Liberal
view of a Liberal newspaper in reference
to the operation of this principle in
Colorado. That paper says:-—

Equal suffrage has been the law in Colorado
for nearly three years now, and nothing counld
induce the intelligent people of the State to
revoke that Act, if they had the power.
Women appear to show as much intelligence,
and take as deep an inferest in political affairs,
especially those that affect the general wel-
fare, as men, and their influence is almost
entirely cast for right and decency and good
government. Tn all the elections held since
the change was made, women have cast more
than 40 per cent. of the total vote; and cvery-
body admits that their presence in politics and
at the polls has a purifying and elevating
effect on our political methods, and has com-
pelled the nomination and election of a better
ciasa of officiala than male suffrage ever gave
us. No evil effects, either to the women them-
selves or to our public affairs, are discernable,
while the benefits of the equal suffrage law
are innumerable.

That is the testimony which comes from

a country where they have had the ex-
perience of this principle in operation for
30 years, and that is the testimony from
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a Liberal point of view. Let us take the
testimony of a Conservative organ dealing
with the same matter. That newspaper
states :—

The result of women suffrage in Colorade
is quite up to the cxpectation of its Conserva.
tive friends. In Denver, and most other cities
of the State, women have generally voted—it
is believed more generally than the men, They
mingle at the caucus and at the primaries with
men ; and it is noticed that, since their advent,
these political functions have been far more
honest and orderly than of vore. The fact
that they have the ballot has secured in Den-
ver a far more rigorous execution of the lawe
against gnmbling and other like publie delin-
quencics than was ever before known. On the
whole, in my opinion, women suffrage in
Colorado has had a healthinl and elevating
influencc upon the public service and munici-
pial morals generally. Don’t misunderstand
me that it has cured all the ills affecting the
body politic. It has cured sowme serious ones,
and is rapidly exterminating others.

We know how it has worked in Wyoming,
that it has been thoroughly satisfactory ;
and only in 1892, when the State of
Wyoming ceased to be a territory and
became a State, one of the first acts after
the adoption of the Constitution was to
pass a resolution, expressing thankfulness
that women’s suffrage had been adopted
in that State, and expressing how deep a
debt the State owed to that principle. In
South Australia, whenever I have spoken
toe men who have had experience in that
colony, and have discussed this matter
with them so as to ascertain their
private opinion, they have all admitted
that the operation of the principle
in South Awustralia has been most
beneficial. We have, therefore, not
altogether fo deal with a totally new
experiment, for we lhave it tried and
tested. It is a principle, not only good
in theory, but proved to be just in prac-
tice. Apart altogether from the instances
where women have had the right to vote in
connection with Parliamentary elections,
lock where they have had the right to
cast a vote in which were often involved
issues of great moment, as in the case
of elections for mumcipal councils. They
have that right to vote in those elections,
and when the right was given for the
first time in England in 1870, its ad-
vocates bad exactly the same objections to
meet that have been made now, for it
was then said that women would not
vote, that if votes were given them they
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would not go to the ballot-box, and that
they would lose all their womanliness by
taking part in elections. But we know
Low thoroughly that has been contra-
dicted by experience, and how largely
the women have used this power in
England. We have the instance of school
bourds and parish councils in England,
dealing with local government, and there
you find that after an experience extend-
ing over at least 25 years, where women
have had the right to vote in connection
with municipal corporations, the British
Parliament adopted the principle by re-
enacting the right of women to vote in
the elections of county councils and other
local bodies. Will any member of this
House say that the Loddon County Coun-
¢il is not almost as important a body as
the Parliament of Western Australia?
If you look at the personnel of the County
Council in London, and observe the
number of electors they have to appeal to,
and the issues they deal with, and the re-
venue they expend, I venture to think the
London County Couneil is just as im-
portant a body as this, if not more im-
portant; and yet women have the right to
vote 1n England at those elections, and
women have the right to be elected, and
some of them are elected as nmembers of the
London County Council. It does seem
to me that in a counfry like England,
where they do adopt the principle in con-
nection with their county ecouncils, which
have far more important matters to deal
with than we have, that example is good
for us as showing the effect of the prin-
ciple of admitting women to the franchise.
It does seem to me peculiar that we
should refuse to hand over to women a
trust which is certainly not more import-
ant than the right that is given them of
voting at such elections as that for the
London County Council. At the elections
of the London County Council and other
local governing bodies in England, you
amount of work

find an enormous
and a great weight of responsi-
bility being undertaken by women;

and in every mstance in which a
Bill is brought forward dealing with
local government, women are invariably
given a right to a seat on any body that
may be appointed, and to a vote at elec-
tions in respect of that body. Asagainst
these facts, we have some arguments used
—or at least T will call themn arguments,
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for I want to be charitable, and I believe
that, in dealing with this matter, every
man of us desires to give a conscientious
vote. Although I firmly believe in the
principle, I am quite satisfied that those
hon. members who oppose it are as sincere
as L am. DBut, while recognising that, I
ventire to say that the so-called arguments
which are adduced against the adoption
of the female franchise are prompted
by a hidden prejudice— not a prejudice
of which those who have it are
conscious, but an insensible prejudice
of which they are not aware. It 18 the
same sort of prejudice which, in the past,
has made it necessary, wherever legisla-
tion has been brought forward to improve
the condition of woman at the expense of
man, to fight a hard battle to obtain for
her what we now recognise as being her
obvious and just rights, We are told
there is a danger that women will lose
their womanliness if this priuciple be
conceded. Well, I venture to call that an
impudentargument. I say itis not through
the acts of men—1I except, of course, the
members of this House —~ that women have
maintained their womanliness; that it is
not on account of the way in which
men have treated women that we find
the other sex occupying the position they
hold to-day ; nor does 1t restin our power
to destroy the womanliness which they
have; and, when we hear men say that
by giving themn this right we destroy their
womanliness, I say it 1s a piece of im-
pudence for any individual of our =ex to
say that anything we can do will have
that effect. In the same woy, while we
cannot point to any one act of ours
which has assisted them, we can point
to a great many things done by our sex
which have tended to degrade women ;
and, if there be this keen anxiety to assist
women, I would ask those who use
this argument, what have you ever
done to remove the evils of swenting?
What have you ever dome, say in
this colony, to remnove the disadvantages
to which working women in this colony
have to submit? It is very easy, when
you are opposing a reform which women
want, to say that it will destroy their
womanliness ; but I ean point to occupa-
tious in which their womanliness has been
altogether destroyed ; and I say, what have
you done to assist them bere? You are
obliged toadnit that youhave donenothing.
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Ms. ILciveworTH: Men passed the
women’s Factory Act.

Mz, JAMES: Well, if I as a man
could not find something more worthy to
boast of than that, I should be ashamed
of myself. The idea of a man getting up
and saying “T am proud of the fact that
I am honest.” After yearsaud years of
struggling, Factory Acts were passed in
various counfries; but we have not vet
passed a Factory Act in this House.
When I talk about legislation, I am
referring tothis House; and,as Isaid, what
have we done in this House to deal with
the matter? Even if we had adopted a
Factory Act, which applies just as much
to one sex as to the other, why should we
be proud of the fact that we sometimes
do right? We ought to look round us
to see what is not done, and what an
enormous time we have had to do it in, and
what weak and feeble efforts we make to
discharge our duty. I will quote Lecky
again :—

1t has also been gravely alleged that the
whole character of the female sex would be
revolutionised, or at least seriously impaired,
if they were brought by the suffrage into
public life. There is perhaps no subject in
which exaggerations so enormous and so
grotesque, may be found in the writings of
conspicuous men. Considered ia itself, the
process of voting is now merely that of mark-

ing once in five or six years a bhallof-paper in-

a quiet room, and it may be easily accomplished
in five minutes. And can it reasonably be
said that the time or thenght which an average
male elector bestows on the formation of his
political opinions is such as to intorfere in any
appreciable degree with the current of his
thoughts, with the tendencies of his character
or life ? Men write on this snbjectas if public
life and interests formed the main occupation
of an ordinary voter. Tt is said that domestic
life should be the one sphere of women. Very
many women—especially those to whom the
vote wonld be concedud—have no dowmestic, or
but few domestie, duties to abttend to, and are
compelled, if they are not wholly frivolous or
wholly apathetie, te seek spheres of wseful
activity beyond their homes. Even a ful
domestic life is scarcely more absorbing to a
woman than professional life to a man.
Scarcely any woman is so engrossed in it that
she cannot bestow on public affairs an amount
of time and intelligence equal to that which is
bestowed on it by thousands of masculine
voters. Nothing can be more fantastic than to
argue as if electors in England were a select
body, mainly occupied with political studics
and public interests.

I venture to thiuk that is so. It is
grotesque and fantastic; and I do not
think I can appeal to a better authority

{1 Decemser, 1897.]
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than a Conservative writer like Lecky to
answer these objections. Of course we
shall be told, as we always are told, that
women are not trained in politics. I will
answer that Dby asking this question:
‘What training does a man get in politics
up to the time he is 21 years of age, and
becomes entitled to exercise his vote?
Has he had any special training which
qualifies him to exercise that vote? And
how are women ever to learn how to vote
intelligently if this argument holds good ¥
It is the same sort of argument that wasg
used when Gladstone introduced his Bill
to enfranchise the agricultural labourers.
His opponents said : ** These men are not
trained, and they do not demand votes.”
And yet they used their votes, when oh-
tained, to put out Gladstone, who had given
them the franchise. If you will notallow
women to vote because you say they are
not trained, when are they to have an op-
porfunity of being trained? But is it
part of a man's qualification to vote that
he must be trained to exercise the fran-
chise? When you analyse the qualifica-
tions of voters, you will invariably find
that any argument propounded againsi
the enfranchisement of women will apply
with equal force to men; but this
view of the case is glossed over and
quietly passed by. True, women differ
from each other as much as men do.
Some men bave red hair and some black ;
some are ¢lean shaven and some are not;
and I think this qualification of sex is just
about as rensonable as it would be to allow
all the clean-shaved men to be members
of Parlinment, and to exclude men with
beards. I have already dealt in this
House, on more occasions than one, with
the argument that a reform should not be
granted because there is no demand for
it; for it has constantly been brought up
in connection with matters which T have
introduced. It is not a question of
whether the reform has been demauded,
but of whether it is just. T say that the
principle has been adopted elsewhere;
and the great fact which shows that it
was demanded is that, although there are
here, as elsewhere, large numbers of men
who bave a right to vote, many of them
will not take the trouble to get their
names on the electoral roll, and muny of
these who have votes will not go to the
trouble of recording them ; yet women,
wherever they have the right to vote, pui
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their nawmes on the rolls and record their
votes at every election. What hetter
proof can there be that they want the
franchise? At every opportunmity they
exercise it, in most cases to a larger ex-
tent then men; 2nd the effect of the
change has been to considerably improve
the dignity of elections. Here again I
say, if we are going to say that it 1s not
demanded, if we are going to wait until
women hecome loud and noisy in their
advocacy of this reform, then I should
be almost inclined to go with those
who refuse to give it. I cannot con-
ceive their taking up the position
which men usually assume when their
rights are refused them. I venture to
think, although there may be some
opposition in this House, that when the
majority of men are worthy of the trust
reposed in them in this connection, they
will not require women to go clamouring
about this city, holding demonstration
meetings with a big drum, but will give
them the franchise because it is their
right, and will be satisfied that it can
do no harm when it is just to give
it. Most of the arguments which
have been used were brought forward
for the purpose of showing that, although
the principle is good, it is not required in
the interests of the sex. But I shouid
not like to deal with this matter alto-
gether from the point of view of what
women want. I always consider thut
the first and the paramount consideration
is what the interest of the State demands ;
and I say unhesitatingly that the mtelest
of the State demands that women should
have the right to vote. I believe, and
helieve firmly, that the influence of woman
is enormous ; that it is growing rapidly,
and that we cannot suppress it ; that it is
a factor which has be reckoned with by
all of us. It is useless to say that they
do not possess this influence, for we all
know that they have it; and they ought
to be taught that this influence carries
with it a. certain amount of responsi-
bility; and the only way of doing
this is to give them the franchise, so
that the recording of their votes may
give them that sense of responsﬂ)lllty
which the right to exercise power invari-
ably Dbrings with it. They should be |
taught, as they will be taught, to exercise
more deliberation in forming opinions on
public matters.
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if you compare abody of men who have
no votes with ancther body—equal to
them in every other respect—--who have
the franchise, you will find that the voters
have a sense of responsibility, and are
able mm 999 cases out of 1,000, to take an
abler and a juster view of any particular
case than those who bave no right to
vote, but merely a right to iufluence
public opinion. In dozens of different
wiys We recoguise the principle that
every man who has power should have
responsibility  with that power; and
we know that a sense of responsibility
involves the discharge of duty; and, in
the interests of the State, we ought not
to allow this disorganised, irresponsible
body, which so materially influences
public opinion, to remain in its present
state. It isan influence which we sadly
want in these days. Itis not an easy,
happy-go-lucky principle that we have to
apply in connection with public matters;
and women, I am certain, would be far
stricter than we, Those members of this
House who believe, as I do, that the
future legislation of this colony must be
logislation of a social character —that we
are bound, if we discharge our duty, to
mtroduce legislation which will remove
the social grievances of the day—
will recognise that we never can

'Cﬂ;l'l‘y out such measures unless we

succeed in giving women the franchise,
and in bringing to our aid that power
which she exercises, which, though full of
sympathy, will never tolernte shams or
expedients of a dubious character. I do
not imagine we are going to have the
millenium  when we get the women's
franchise. I think there are many
dangers in connection with this, as with
other instances where a great number of
new electors are enfranchised. But this
principle applies not to this reform only ;
and I feel that we can rest with con-
fidence in the helief that women, who have
done so much for the elevation of mankind,
and who formn, even now, the most vital,
the most moral, and the most religious
portion of this community, will not fail,
wlen their day of power comes, to put in
practice in the State those virtues which
they have so admirably exhibited in
domestic life. And I believe that those
. who argue against this view niust think
that those features in o woman's character

No one can deny that, | which we admire so much are simply
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veneer; and that those of us who urge so | wisest and the ablest and the strongest

strongly the necessity of granting this

right to women are the persons who °

believe most thorpughly in the sex. We be-
lieve that those elements in the character
of woman which have distinguished it
for ages past from that of man cannot

'

possibly be eradicated by any legislation

of ours; and I would ask hon. members,
is it not a gross wrong fo eut off from
the right to the franchise one-half of the
people of this community, possessing
three-fourths of its moral force, and
at all events one-half of its intelli-
genco P A state of affuivs like that is
scandalously bad, and the sooner it is
rectified the better, not only in the in-
terests of women, but on higher grounds
-.—in the interests of the State, which
should have the assistance and co-opera-
tion of at least every moral and religious
person in the community. I move this
motion with very great pleasure; and
I am sorry indeed that, in the course of
my remarks, I should have become over-
heated; and I hope the right hon. the
Premier will accept my expression of
regret for this. Perhaps he does not
always give me credit for feeling quite so
strongly as I really do on this and
kindred subjects; but T regret that I
should have allowed my feelings to run
away with me, and I hope hon. members
will not think any less of the motion
on that account. I hope they will bear
in mind that 1 am simply the mouthpiece
of that sex to whom they owe so much.
Me. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : Any man who has right thonghts
and feelings must regret to find himself
in opposition to those whom he respects
in the highest possible degree, both on
this and on the other side of the House;

and, knowing as Ldo that a large number .

of the world’s greatest thinkers are on the
side of the hon. member who proposes
this motion, it must be understood that I

rise with sonte considerable diffidence to :

express my convictions upon this question.
But, sir, there are certain fundamental
truths in this world from which there ecan

be no departure. There are certain fixed

axioms in the universe which nothing can
set aside. There are laws of nature, such
as the law of pgravitation, which no
amount of voting and of legislation can
overcome ; and there are principles in the
government of this world which the

men are bound to respect, whatever their
feelings may he. When I call to my
aid such a mname as that of William
Ewart Gladstone, who has been quoted in
this House to-nmight, and who has done
more in his generation to enfranchise the
people of the great mation to which we
belong than any other man who has lived
during the last 60 years, and who admits,
painfully and sadly, that men have not
done justice to women, and yet is forced
after years of experience and vigorous
advocacy of human rights, to oppose the
entension of the franchise to women,
there must be some sound reason at
fhe Yase of such thinking. I am
qute aware that it is possible to quote
éiduey Bmith and TLecky, and other
men of great worth and ability, on this
question, but there are a few things
that have to be considered. First of all,
take this statement which has been ad-
vanced and argued by the hon. member
who has proposed this motion. His
principal argument is that women possess
such a vast amount of influence and in-
telligence in the world; and hecause of
that, and the influence which she exerts,
and which she may always exert, she is
entitled to a vote. I fear the hon. mem-
ber has gone on the wrong track. It is
no argument. We have had Christian
civilisation in the world for upwards of
two thousand years, and in that civilisa-
tion there has scarcely been any voice
greater in the world than the voice of
woman. Itis idle to say she has been
crushed. No man can escape the in.
fluence of woman, no man has ever
been able to escape the influence: from
the cradle to the grave every man has been
all his life working and toiling on the side
of women, either for a. mother, a sister, or a
wife, or a friend. Every law that has
been put on the statute book has belind
it the influence of women. If it has been
admitted that women have been influenc-
ing man in all ages, how is it that that
influence has not been suflicient to influ-
ence right laws on the statute book ¥ We
must take it from the admissions made
to-night, that woman’s influence is not
crushed ; it is not over-ridden; it is not
crushed down in the universe of God.
She is here with all the force that God
gave her, but there is one force she does
not possess, and that is physical force. I
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want to come to a point here on which the
crux of this question depends. If a law
cannot be enforced, or i1s not enforced,
you are doing a vast amount of injury
m  legislation.  What, after all, 1s
the principle, the binding principle of
law? I atiirm, and I ask hon. members
to consider, that every law has behind it
two forces. One is money, and the other
is physical power. If a law were passed
to-morrow which was adverse to public
opinion, and if Parliament endeavoured
to pass a law contrary to public opinion,
in order to enforce that law there must
be power behind it. It has the power
of the policeman; behind the police-
man 18 the power of the army, and
behind the army is the power of the fleet.
I am speaking of the power of enforcing
the law. Suppose, for the sake of illus-
tration, we had the views of womanhood in
the world, and suppose those views were
adverse 1o the manhood of the world, I
ask how could that law be put in force.
‘here would be no power to put it in
force. Man holds’ the finances and the
physical force, and if a law is adverse to
the epinion of man, that law could not he
put in force. If we are not adverse to
the opinion of the manhood of the world,
then the manhood possesses the power to
put a law in force. It does not require
womanhood to put that law on the
statute book. 1t may be said that this
is only a technical point. I have given
great consideration to this subject all my
Life. It was among the early political
questions brought before my mind, and
anyone who knows anything of my life
knows thai I have always been on the
side and interests of those questions on
which women are mostly concerned. The
consequence is, whatever may be my
opiniopn—pranted it may be wrong--it
must be accepted as sincere from the
standpoint from which I look at it. I
have been interested in every question
that women have been interested im,
fighting on their side all my life, and I
cannob be charged with lack of syrapathy
in reference to the princple which is
placed before us. I have just as much
respect and affection for women as any-
one in the House, and I have the
very Dbest reason. I bave had what
every member in the House has had,
and that iz the best woman for a
mother. T have bad the best mother
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in the world, and so has every other
hon. member. We have to look at the
question from another standpoint. The
only two arguments which have been used
in counection with giving the franchise to
women are that the women have to obey
the law, and we have the other argument
which has been introduced into this dis-
cussion, that women have to pay the
taxes. In the first place, does she pay
them? One of the beliefs that has
crept into our civilisation to-day is the
fact that women have come into the
areng of labour, and, in that sense, have
become taxpayers. That is one of the
most lamentable things of the world.
Becanse women are coming into com-
petition in the arena of labour is one of
the things that must do a terrible injury.
I am not speaking particularly of our
own nation, but nations like ours; and,
without prejudicing the feeling of hon.
members, we will go to Germany, and
what do we find there? You find the
man, the woman, and the child down to
three and four years of age, working in
the same factory. The children are
working for from 4d. to 1s. 4d. a week,
making the toys for other children to
play with; because the competition of
women and children has reduced the
standard of the men's wages, and it has
become necessary for the whole family to
work to support themselves.

Mrg. Simpson: Because the man has
the vote that perpetuates the system.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: That is not
the reason. It is easy to say that is the
reason, but it is not. "When we have had
similar eonditions, we have had people
who have risen up and dismissed the
children from the factories. The workers
marched in the lurge town of Bradford,
and of Leeds, and they insisted upoun a
provision being placed on the statute
book to reduce the age of children work-
ing in factories. What has that done
for Great Britain? It bas raised the
standard of wages. There is one thing
on which our nation rests, and T want
to enforce this on hon. members, and this
is the one thing which makes us a different
people from other people on the earth. We
have homes, and the mesment you tell the
wife to go out and earn a living in the
factory, and drive children out into the
factories, you bring a force in that is
destructive to the home and to the weekly
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wages of theman. The normal conditions
under which we live are that man shall
be able to earn by his daily labour of
eight hours sufficient to keep himself, his
wife and children, educate them, and give
them a fair start in life. T quoted hefore,
and I quote again, one of the greatest
men who stands on the earth fo-day—
although I differ from him in my faith—
I speak with reverence of the Pope of
Rome. What is the standard of labour
which he wrotein a paper ? He took this
position, that a man should work for his
own support, the support of his wife and
children, and the education of his childyen,
That is the minimun wage, he said,
for which a man shonld work. -When-
ever you bring in a cheaper kind
of labour, it cannot hut be destruec-
tive to the home, the wife aund the
family. These are some of the reasons
which force me to take up the position I
do. If I thought that the idea of giving
the women the franchise would he to
give her ome-tenth of what some hon
members say it would do, I would be the
last to oppose the motion. 1 am con-
vinced that this wave that is going
throughout our nation to give women
the franchise is the first step to her final
degradation. I will fight it for all it is
worth, for woman’s sake, and for the
strength and dignity of our manhood.
I know that members differ from me with
the same amount of earnestness as I have
on this question. I fight this principle
because I think it will degrade woman, and
is the first downward step in her cureer.
It is the first step in alienating the
woman from her home, where the power
of God intended her to be. Can we
expect to introduce into our social and
political life an element that is physically
weaker, and expect this to be a force and
strength for ourselves ? It cannot be. I
have spoken of the comstitutional phase
of the question. Ihave said that the law
has behind it the cash and the force.
That may be a very mercenary way of
looking at if, but 1tis a fact. Take a
simple illustration. A man comes home,
and his wife says she is going to do
something. He says, “ You are pet,”
and there is an end of it.

Mz. Ewixg: Not always.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: I might re-
mind the hon. member for the Swan
that [ have had more experience than he
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has. It comes to this, that the men who
are earning money say it shall not be
expended in certain directions, and it is
not.

A Meunser: Then there is a row.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : There may
he a row, and there may be tears. -I
wigsh I had with me some guotations of
statements made by certain members of
an organisation in South Australia. I
will not mention the organisation, or the
people, but, if the language in these
quotations had been used on the floor
of this House, something would have
to. be said about it. But what
can you do if a woman abuses you? or if
she misrepresents you, what can you do ?
If it is a man, you know what you can do,
but with a woman you can only smile.
And if any force comes in, then there is
the force of tears, and there is no force
like the force of tears. It is a force that
will overcome anybody. Ib conclusion, I
am coming to another peint. An argu-
ment has been used, and apparently it
looks a plausible one, that the number of
women who bave voted during the general
elections in New Zealand and in South
Australia is very large; but T wish to
point out that the operation of this privi-
lege which has been granted is simply
that the man has got his day's work
hefore him when an election is on, and
heing put on the sane footing as his wife
in respect of voting, and baving the same
views and interests in common, she votes
instead of him. If that be not so, there
is no good in the principle, for their votes
nullify each other; or, if they vote
together, it is a dual vote for the man.
The man vaturally says: * Jane, I have
to work this afternoon: you go and vote.”
She goes to the pol and votes; and
what has happened in New Zealand and
South Australia is that the number of
men voting has decreased to a large
exteni in comparison with previous elee-
tions, because the women, their wives,
have voted instead of the hushands.
Further, what have you gained by this
concession of the privilege to women?
Where they have both voted, you have
gained o dual vote for the man; and
where they have not both voted, you have
got the wife voting as a delegate for her
husband. If you are going to introduce
into Parliament what is to be adverse to
men, you will scon get into trouble. 1
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will suggest now what is the true solution
of this question, as far as [ can make it
out. 1f you claim for women that they
should have a voice in the government of
the nvation, then the true and proper
solution of the question is to have a
woman’s suffrage, and a woman’s House
of Representutives, in which women
may assemble to deal with politics,
and where you may get the judgment
of women on social questions. We
have now a House in another place
which deals with a certain class of legis-
lation—we do not feel it so much in this
colony as it is felt in the other colonies;
but hon. members know that the Legis-
lative Council in other colonies easen-
tially represents property, and the voice
of property is bheurd in that Chamber.
What I argue for, as a solution of this
question, is that there should be a
woman's franchise with a woman's roll,
and a woman’s House of Representa-
tatives with a woman president; and
then allow social measures passed hy
that House to come to us, as neasures
now come from the Legislative Council.
Thus you will have the proper voice of
the whole nation. [Mr. Georar: You
would have a deadlock.] That is quite
possible, if your imagination is keen
enough. We know 1t is an absolute
certainty that, if women receive the
political franchise, some of them will want
to be members; oand if they Decowme
members, there is no reason why female
mentbers should not be Ministers, und so
we may have a feale Ministry ruling
on the Treasury bench, as long perbaps
as the present Ministers have been on 1t
and then where will we be? The whole
of our State life will be revolutionised—
women will he in Parliament; and what
I commend to hon. members is that the
principle of representution lies just in
this: tazation, representation, power to
enforce the law. I say that, by nature,
woman has not that power. By all the
experience iu the world, she has been in
subjection; and I will go further and
say that the Creator who made her has
placed her in subjection; and woe be to
the Parliament, or to the men, who place
her anywhere else.

Me. LEAKE (Albany): The hon. mem-
Ler who has just spoken has teld the
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House that to pass this motion wonld be

for woimen the first step towards her final
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degradation. It is hardly worth while at-
tempting to seek forthe refutation of sucha
wild statement as that, nor will I delay the
House with attempting to deal with such
extravagance. I do not propose to guote
authority, whether that authority be
known as a person so eminent as the Right
Hon. W. E. Gladstone; and T do not
suggest that, after two thousand years
of civilisation, we must revert necessarily
to mummified arguments; but what I
ask of hon, members s to be guided on
this guestion more particularly Ly their
own practical comunon sense, and the
experience of every-day life. It is true
that women have been kept in the back-
ground for yvears and years in the past;
but whenever anv step has been taken,
having for its object the amelioration of
woman's condition, or the granting to
them of exceptional or extra privileges,
the inevitable result has been to nnprove
womal herself, and at the same time the
moral tone of her surroundings. It is
argued that to give woman a vote is to
take her out of her proper sphere, or, at
any rate, out of her sphere of usefulness ;
but what greater sphere of usefulness can
any woman have than the welfare of
herself or her {ellow creatures? If the
principle of the vote for men holds good,
on the ground that it is for the benefit
and improvement of civilisation, then
why should not that argumentapply with
equal force to the case of the women ?

Mz, Irnizeworra: “'The hand that
rocks the cradle rules the world.”

Mu. LEAKE: That is not a “righteous”
remark. Personally, I am influenced by
the idea of woman's right to exercise the
franchise, by the extension of our
civilisation, and by the fact that no
longer is woman relegated to the back-
ground. Qur system of education has had
the tendency to equalise everybody, and
it has had the tendency of narrowing
those class distinctions, as well as
equalising the distinctions which were so
proncunced in bygone generations; and
yet  our social civilisation, and our
gupertor ideas of manhood and of right,
on the oue hand, induce us to give a vote
to the immoral man, to the loafer,
to the drankard, to the criminal, and
even to the naturalised Chinaman, while
we deny the same privilege to the vir-
tuous woman. That is the position which
we find ourselves practically face to face
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with; and, baving seriously considered
this question, I caunot persuade myself
that there is any consistency in the posi-
fion which is taken by those who would
withhold this natural right. It is only a
further recognition or extension of the
principle of manhood suffrage, which is
the principle also of natural justice. We
have recognised the rights of women with
regard to property. Women may now
hold property in cases where she could
not do so years ago; and we have uot
found that there has been any abuse of
that privilege. If there has been any
abuse, the abus¢ has been by the meun;
for it is the mun whe has attempted to
make use of the woman, in such instances,
ay a vehicle of convenience to transfer his
property to her, not with the idea perhaps
of improving her position, butofacting with
deceit and dishonesty towards his fellow
man® The law now recognises the right of
women to hold property; aud if a woman
has a right to hold property, surely sheis
entitled to demand the right to protect it;;
therefore to give her the right to protect
it, we simply suggest that you should
give her o vote. Let her have a say in
the appointment of the representatives of
herself and of the guardians of the public
purse. Let women be represented in
Parliament as much as weu, I am noi
arguing for the further extension of the
principle, by granting the right of women
to sit in Parliament. One stepata, time;
and, as T am at present advised, the prin-
ciple now hefore the Heuse is suflicient.
I do not go to the further extent I have
indicated, nor am 1 certain that the
women themselves demand it. We do
not want to malke amazons of women, nor
will the granting of this privilege make
them so0,and I would remand hon. members
that petticoat influence does not neces-
sarily imply petticoat government; so
that those gentlemen who have domestic
affairs, and who may be {frightened
of higher influences than those which
they themselves commmand, may take
this reflection for their comfort, that
if they grunt this privilege they run
no particular risk of being deprived of
their own rights. There are certain dis-
abilities ; and this mere granting of the
vote will not equalise the position of the
sexes, for it merely removes one of the
disahilities. As to those gentlemen who
do not like removing disabilities fruin the
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women, I would remind them that women
enjoy certain immunities; that, for in-
stance, if a woman in company with a
man c¢omunits a crime, the woman is
immuned, lLecause the relation between
them implies that she, the weaker vessel,
is acting under the influence of the man,
and the man has got to bear all that
burden. That is a little solace to those
nen who are afraid of removing this dis-
ability ; so that they may flatter them-
selves that, at any rate, they have got
some extra responsibility. It is not so
long ago that I was not an ardent advo-
cate of this penciplee 1 am not
over-zenlons now, but I am trying to do
what is fair and right, and I am not a
faddist. What has influenced me i3 that
it is within comparatively vecent times
that the women in our community have
declared themselves in favour of this
principle. When I first considered the
question, and I think it was first brought
mto this House in 1893 or 1894, it had
not then been talked about to any extent;
and when speaking on the hustings in
1894, T treated the matter with a certain
amount of frivelity. But circumstances
have since impelled me to the serious
consideration of this subject, because
there has been a certain amount of dis-
cussion—1I won't say agitation—in favour
of the franchise for wonen; and having
inquired amongst women themselves,
amongst my own acquaintances, I am
satisfied they arc anxious to have the
franchise; and not only that, but if they
get 1t, I believe they will cxercise it. [
will go even u step further, and say,
if you have a vote you must exervise
it. In fact, I would apply that to
every person who has the right to
vote. If we compare the position of men
and women, taking the average man or
the average woman, you will find that the
nioral tone of women is higher than that
of men; andif our legislation and civilisa-
tion are to be based on the streng founda.
tion of morality, then we should have, as
electors, those who are entitled to be con-
sidered most moral, and who have a
direct interest in the advancement and
maintenance of our civilisation. The hon.
member who introduced the motion put
it very fairly to us, when be said he was
endeavouring to regarl this question from
the standpoint of State interest, rather
than individual interest; and 1 honestly
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think that, to a great extent, the franchise
for women would operate to the advan-
tage of the State; that it would operate
in the direction of good and moral govern-
ment ; raising the tone of society, and, if
not advancing things, at any rate pre-
venting them from retrograding or falling
off. Whatever other arguments you may
useagainst the granting of the franchise to
wonten, there can be no debasing or de-
grading influence in comnection with it;
and I refute, with all the force at my
command, the suggestion made by the
member for Central Murchison (Mr. I1-
lingworth), that to grant the franchise
to women would be the first step towards
woman’s final degradation. A more rabid
or unmauly statement I have seldom heard;
and I hope other hon. members in this
House will not follow him in the same
direction. T am convinced that the
granting of the franchise to women
would have a steadying, a levelling,
and a humanising influence upon our
social and political system ; and therefore
I am impelled to vote for the motion.
I am more especially influenced by what
I believe to be the honest feeling of all
the best-known women in the com-
munity. I am influenced by the fact
that they desire to have this vote; and
when they ask for it, they are also
actuated by an honest intention of exer-
cising it when they have it. As regards
women not desiring the franchise, and
not caring to exercise it if they had it, if
T had the time, and a good memory, and
perhaps the inclination to detail to hon.
members the conversation which I had
at home this evening before I came into
this House, I ihink they would he all
convinced that this opinion is fallacious.
And, after all, that is a fair admission,
because home influence is often the very
best influence you can have; and, when
that infivence comes from a quarter you
can respect, then it is not for me as a
man to disregard it.

Mg. GEORGE (the Mwray): I am
sorry to see that the member for East
Perth (Mr. James) has followed his usual
tactics this evening of coming into this
Assembly, firing a bombshell, shattering
us all to pieces, and then going away
without helping us out of the difficulty.
He will of course be here when the time
comes for voting, hut he never stops to
listen to the arguments of the other side.
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I have told him ahbout this before, and I
am sorry he is not here to listen io what
is said of him.

M=. Srareson : There are a good many
like him.

Mer. GEORGE: That is true. I am
quite aware that the hon. member for
Geraldton occasionally tells us something
that we can really believe. The mover of
this motion spoke o great deal about
the impudence of the people who ventured
to differ from him. As I see the hon.
member has returned to the Chamber, I
will repeat for his benefit the few remarks
which he has not heard. I was re-
gretting very much that the hon. member,

following his usual tactics, fired" a
hombshell, shattered wus to pieces,
and did not remain to listen to

the arguments Urought against him.
But, as he has returned, possibly he may
learn something. He has a great deal to
learn about ladies. Only his youth can
excuse the rash statemenis he has made.
It is all very well for him to talk about
the impudence of people who differ from
him on this question of womun suffrage.
I do not suppose there is any man in this
Assembly who monopolises all the respect
for women. I suppose each one of us
thinks he had the best woman in the
world for a mother. The man whe
cennot respect his mother is not worth
calling a man at all. Some reference
was made to agricultural labourers, and
the agitation for their enfranchisement
some sixteen or eighteen years ago. But
I do not know that there was anything
approaching to a grave revolution through-
out the country. The labourers were
listened to fairly and favourably. They
had their leaders. Joseph Arch was one
of the fairest men I ever met in my life.
He was listened to with great attention
in all the g cities of the old country;
and if a Joseph Arch were to come into
this colony on bebalf of woman's suffrage,
he would receive a respectful hearing.
But we do not want to be abused because
we cannot swallow all the new-fangled
nostrums that appeal to the imagination
of the hon. member for East Perth, and
those who support himm on this ques-
tion simply for party purposes. ‘The
hon. member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Tllingworth) spoke very truly about
female labour in the old conntry. Any-
one who has travelled much in the Mid-
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land counties of England knows that it
is not so many years since women were -

working in the mines and working as
nail-makers; and I amn certain that
everyone will agree with him that nail-

trucks in the mines, are not proper otcu-
pations for women to engage in, and
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and long in order to establish the
principle of manhood suffrage; and I
believe that this reform is a logical
cousequence of manhood suffrage. TIf we

. believe that working men, and every
making and coal-hewing, or pushing -

that, since the abolition of female and .

child labour in those industries,
wages of working men have risen con-
siderably. The member for East Perth
spoke about improving women. Well, I
have a greater respect for women than to
think them capable of improvement. They

the .

section of the community, have a right to
vote, we must also recognise that women,
who form an important portion of the
community, should have the same
privilege granted to them.
A Msemeer: You are not long caught.
Me. EWING: They caught me long

. ago—from the day that I was able to

are just about as perfect as you can make .

them; and if they were any more per-
fect they would not be fit mates for men.

Mgr. Janes: There are some perfect
men, you know.

Mr. GEQRGE: Yes; I know. They
grow themin East Perth. Thisquestioncan
be boiled down into a very small compass.
The men in this world are quite sufficient
to do its work. Let the women stick to
their particular sphere. As for disregard-

appreciate the beneficial influence they
exercise on society. Women ought to
catch every man. Women are bound to
catch every man who is capable of appre-
ciating the good they do; and the good
they do in our political life is nothing
short of the good they do in our social
life. If we are democrats, and believe in
government of the people by the people
and for the people, we must recognise, in

. that women form a portion of the people,

ing any home influences, there is not ome -

of us who would be likely to do it. We
look with the greatest respect on any
advice we may get from our mothers,
wives, or sisters, and I believe that most
men do so.
vote, at any rate, to enable women to
enter the arena of politics. I do not
think they were ever intended to compete
with men in that respect. I think their
proper sphere is to be found in their
household duties; and anything like
a decent, old-fashioned woman will do so.
She will not want to be ranting on
a platform. I have known a few of these
new wowmen who go on the public
platform to try to improve men and so
forth; and I notice they have got a very
long sort of jawand a very peculiar face.
As a rule, they consist of disappointed
spinsters, or of ladies to whom, if they
are married, the fates have not been kind
encugh to give them families to look
after.
more. Asglong as I am in Parliament I
intend to vote against this principle at
every opportunity.

Me. EWING (the Swan): This
question appears to me f{o be next in
importance to the ting of the
frag‘():bise to every adig.llr:n mfle in the
community. Qur forefathers fought hard

thevhave a rightto the suffrage; otherwise,
as democrats, we are untrue to our prin-
ciples, and as advocates of the represent-
ation of the people we are in a false
position.  Some of the arguments ad-

. duced against this principle by the hon.

I shall certainly not give my -

I do not think I need say any

member for Central Murchison certainly
surprised me. He argued that there was
one solution of the difficulty, namely, that
as women's interests were different from
those of men, they should sit in a separate
chamber, and that women should only
vote for women. But if this is reasonable,
why does he not create a separate chamber
for working meu, ancther for professional
men, and so on? They have different
interests. and are different classes of
people. If it is reasonable to separate
women from men in the legislature, it is
equally reasonable to separate the
different classes of men from one
ancther. T say that the interests of
men and women are identical. Women
are just as deeply interested in the social
and general legislation carried on in this
and other Legislative Chambers as are the
men in the commumity. It cannot be
maintained for one moment that wemen
are not interested in social legislation,
and that they have not the greatest
interest in the world in laws which affect
such matters as divorce, and the custody
of their children, and the social conduct of
the community. Are ot these matters in
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which women are deeply interested, and
can hon. members say that women who are
admittedly interested in certain questions
should be debarred the right of saying |
what direction legislation on such ques-
tions should take ¥ The hon. member for
Central Murchison also urged that, if
women approved of a principle, they
would not be able to enforce it, because .
they had not the force behind them to
carry it into effect. Now, T have heard
this argument before, but I do not believe
there is any logic or reason in it. If a
person is weak in hody, and has not the
ability to knock down and destroy his
neighbour, is that any reason why he |
should be deprived of the right to exercise
the parliamentary franchise ? We might '
H
+
|

jnst as well say that because a man is a
cripple he should have no right to vole.
It is not a question of bodily strength or
of brute ftorce that we are considering ;
but it is a guestion of the mental and |
moral ability of those who exercise the
franchise. The hon. wember alse ad-
mitted that be is a great admirer of
women, and he has led us to believe that
his knowledge of women is very extensive.
He says he has always found them exer-
cising a beneficent influence.

Mr. TrLweworTR: In all cases I
know.

Mr. EWING : Then how can we under-
stand the attitnde adopted by the hon.
member, when he admits that the influence
of all the women he knows has been for
good ? How are we to understand him
when be deliberately says that he will not
allow them to extend that influence for
good and bring it into political life?

Mg. Innineworrh: To extend it for
harm.

Mr. EWING: Tf he really helieves
the statement he made, that woman's
influence was for goed wherever he has
found it at work, then the sooner he
admits her into our public affairs, the
better it will be for legislation; and the
hon. member can only be logical by
voting for the motion, and deoing all |
that he can to support the consummation
of the principle of representative govern-
ment in which he professes to believe,
and in which T think he does helieve.
He will be introducing inte our political
life an influence which he admits has been
for good in our social life; and conse-
quently, following his own argument, T
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take it that it will be an influence for
good in our political Life.

M=e. InLiveworTH : That does not fol-
low.

Mr. EWING : The hon. member must
admit that the influence of a good person
will be exercised for good wherever that
person may be; and I believe that if you
give women votes, they will exercise them
conscientiously and reasonably, and the
outcome will be that they will discuss
political matters with their hushands and
their male friends : and we all know that
discussion, as a general rule, leads to
sound and reasonable conclusions.

Me. InLiveworTH: Does it lead fo the
peace of the home ?

Mr. EWING: The hon. member is
afraid of the peace of the home because
the husband and the wife discuss matters.
If the home stands on such a rotten foun-
dation as to be broken down or burst up
by a little political discussion, then the
sooner the parties appear in the divoree
court the better. Nosuch place is worthy
of the name of a home. I helieve that
the outcome of it, instead of breaking up
the home, would be the discussion of
matters which the husband and wife
wonld not otherwise discuss; and they
would then give their votes after due con-
sideration, go that the two votes would be
used with wmore discretion than the one
vote hitherto has been.

Me. VOSPER (North-East Cool-
gardie) : I came in too late to hear the
address of the proposer of this motion,
and I only arrived in the middle of the
eloquent speech delivered by the hon.
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Illingworth). I was rather astonished
to listen to a member of Parliament, in
the tenth decade of the 19th century—
and a democratic and progressive member
too—trying to enforce the heretical doe-
trine that all law and government rest
upon force, and force alene. “Such an
idea as that would have been very correct,
in feudal times, or in the old days of
barbarism among such people as the
Then force and law
were identical; bLut now they are
divorced as much as possible 1n
those days the practice was to treat
women as property merely. Woman held
no higher rank than that of a brute
beast.  Since then her position has
evolved into something better; and the
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logical outcome of the evolution that is
gomng on, and the improvement of the
status of the sex generally, lead inevit-
ably to woman’s suffrage and to nothing
else. As regards the operation of force
on law, I contend that, no matter what
force may be exerted for the purpose of
carrying out a law, let that law be
opposed to public opinion and it becomes
absolutely impossible to enforce it. Take
the case of Ireland, for example. In
. Treland, for the last eight hundred years,
the Glovernment has been endeavouring
to force British laws down the throats of
the people; and it has been well said
that the conquest of Ireland commenced
eight hundred years ago and is not
completed yet; because every attempt to
enforce the law hasbeenagainst the force of
public opinion, and those attempts have
failed. The same thing applies to every
country where anattempthas been macde to
establish an autocratic Govermment. In
Italy, in France, in Spain, in Germany,
and even in Russia itself — the most
down-trodden and reagtionary country
in the whole European group—publie
opinion has u tremendous weight, Even
in Russia, reforms make some degree of
progress, and the power of the autocrat
15 gradually curbing itself and being
curbed ; and Russia, like other countries,
is slowly evolving to a state of freedom.
It is doing that in spite of all forms of
tradition and want of education and super-
stition. Publie opinien is the force all the
world over. The tendency of all civilisa-
tion shows that public opinion in all
civilised countries is the supreme force.
The only countries where public opinion
counts for nothing are those under
Mahommedan government, or those in
the domain of savagery. If you go into
Africa, there you will find that force is
the power. There you will see force
working against force. There is any
amount of force. It does not produce
civilisation or good government, but it
produces a state of armed anarchy. TIf
you want to see the way that force
works, go into Central Africa. I con-
tend that physical force is the outcome of
barbaric conditions, and ounly fitted to deal
with such conditions. We as civilised
people no longer talk of physical force.
Take the condition of Australia at
the present time. I do not suppose
there are twenty thousand muilitia-
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men or soldiers in the whole coun-
try, which has a population of four
million people. On the coast there isa
small fAeet, but the people govern them-
selves, and do precisely what they please.
If any Austrahan Governmnent or Parlia-
ment endeavoured to put a law in force
by means of this military power at its
disposal, agauinst the wish of public
opinion, that Government would not last
for 24 hours. Or if the Imperial Govera-
ment wished to enforce any law, it would
mean the separation of these colonies from
the empire; and every member of the
House knows that as well as I do. Here
are we, only a small part of that great
empire, and yet any endeavour on the

- purt of the Impeiial Government to en-

force any power would separate us from
the empire. The days of force belong
to the days of priesteraft and autocracy.
I am endeavouring to show that public
opinion is the force which is used to-day.
The hon. member for Central Murchison
wished to draw a herring across the
trail. I do not see any reason why
women should be compelled to do more
work, or alter their duties, because they
become possessed of the franchise. The
whole of the franchise to-day is in the
hands of the men, and in Germany to-
day, where female and child labour is
employed, the country is governed by a
male emperor and male electors. The
only persons in that country who are
doing anything for womanhood are the
socialists, and they hold the satne opinions
as those who are advocating the female
franchise to-day. Does any hon. member
suppose that the fact of the House con-
ferring the franchise on women will bring
about woman and child labour in fac-
toriest That was what the contention
of the bon. member seemed to indicate.
Are women, as soon as they get the
franchise, going to vote for their own
euslavement? It is not reasonable to
suppose that women will give their vote
to make their own sex work in mines or
factories in this country. I cannot, for
my part, see in what way the fact of
wowmen going into public life can prove
destructive to her home life. Women,
to a considerable extent to-day, do go
into public lLife. True, their sphere is
somewhat limited, but they do a lot of
good work, and hon. members will agree

' with me that the influence which they
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exercise is for good. I have never known
any body of women in public life that have
not a tendency for good ; and,if women are
doing good in the home circle. in the name

of common sense will thev not equallvdo

good in a public sphere® T am not good
at quoting Scripture, but I remember
something in one of the gospels in refer.
ence to the parable of the talents. Three
men were granted an amount of money to
invest. One of those persons buried his
talents in a napkin, and the other man,
who only had one talent, invested it.

Me. IrLinaworTH : That is the wrong
way up.

Mr. VOSPER : My Secripture may be
loose. I am not an authority on Scrip-
ture, but I know that one of these men
invested his taleni. The man who was
better off than the other wasted his oppor-
tunities, while the other man, who had
one talent, turned it to good account,

Mr. IrniveworTE: That was the
man who buried it in the napkin.

Mr. VOSPER: Waell, I know that
one of the persons turned his oppor-
tunities to account. The gist of the par-
able is in the fact that one person made
good use of his talent, while the other
onedid not. And if women in a moderate
sphere of public life do good, is it not
night to expect that, if we gave them
a greater share of public life, they would
make good use of it ? As far as T am con-
cerned, I would like to see every woman
connected with me have a vote; but, as
long as I have the power, I will take good
care that they do not have to work for a
living. It iz said that a man and a
woman would agree to vote a certain way,
and that it would become a dual vote.
The only case in which a wife would con-
sult the husband as to her vote would be
in the case where the woman did not
kmow enough about politics to enabie her
to decide for herself, and that is one
of the dangers we shall have to face
in connection with woman suffrage,
that we shall have an ignorant vote at
first, because in the past women have
had no reason to fake an interest in
politics; but, if you remove that disability,
in the course of a little while women wall
interest themselves, and they will be able
to use their own opinions how to
vote,

Me. Touiwgworra: Ther will learn
politics, and not cooking.
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Mr. VOSPER: Some women are as
versatile ag the hon. member. The hon.
member is a good politiclan, and he is an
excellent land agent; nud so it is with
women. Women may he good in the
home, and still they may know how to
vote. The old Indian gymnosophists be-
lieved that the seat of the brain was in
the stomach, so I believe it is with
the opponents of woman suffrage. On
many occasions the hon. member for

 Central Murchison has addressed temper-

ance meetings composed chiefly of women.
Where can be the difference in women
going to these meetings and then going out
to vote in accordance with the views they
have formed. If women are allowed to
go and listen to a John B. Gough or an
Tllingworth on temperance and then go to
the poll to vote, can it be more degrad-
ing for a wornan to vote at a Parliamentary
election. If it is degrading for a woman
to vote at a Parliamentary election, it is
equally degrading to vote on temperance
matters. I do not care to keep on making
reference to my hon. friend, but I am
obliged to allude to him in consequence of
his well-known religions character. It is
well known that women de an immense
amount of good in connection with re-
ligious enterprises. Women are sent as
missionaries to China and I am sure hon.
members will agree with me that thereare
no lower humman reptiles than the 400
million people comprised in the empire of
China, and yet women are allowed to
go and endeavour to teach these degraded

eople. If it is degrading to vote in a
polling booth, what must it be to send
young women into China to convert the
loathsome heathen there, This is done
every day, and is approved of by the hon.
member for Central Murchisen. If it is
wrong to advocate womanhood suffrage,
then it is a crime to put women to such
work as I have spoken of. Women are
engaged in district visiting, and I am sure
in this city we come across many scenes
which would bring the blush to my
cheek, and I can assure hon. members
that it takes a great deal to do that.
Theze women go round to such places
and carry out their mission. There are the
women connected with the Salvation Army
and other institutions, who go amongst
the most degraded people, and I never
saw a woman made any worse by daing
that kind of work. Wamen dao all these
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things, and come out not only unscathed,
but even more refined by reason of having
passed through such an ordeal.

Mer. ILLINGWORTH: I will ask
the Houge to allow me to make an ex-
planation. When I spoke of giving the
franchise to women being a step to degra-
dation, I was arguing oi the point of
her having to earn her own living, and
not as to her moral character.

Mz. VOSPER: I will leave the hou.
member out of it. I do not wish to be
unjust. I did not intend to be. If the
hon. member did not use the argument in
theHouse to-night, it is an argument which
ia very frequently used. The theory is
that if politics are degrading to women
they are equally degrading to man. If
it is degrading to a man to exercise his
vote as a citizen, how much more degrad-
ing then for men to be elected, and what
an extremely degraded lot of people we
must be for being in existence at all! I
am dealing with the argument as it is
generally unsed. The hon. member for
Central Murchison concluded with some
reference to the Creator.  With all due
reverence to the Creator and the hon.
member, although I may take a large
portion of my politics from the hon.
member,
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I must say I cannot for oue :

moment take any portion of my religion !

from him. I deny that any portion of
the Scripture says that women shall be
kept in subjection. The Apostle Paul
does inake some remarks about it, but 1
deny that it is asserted that women
shall be kept in subjection. If such a

thing is said, then I protest against .
" poses she i1z a shareholder in it, then I

that doctrine, and swy my conseience
teaches me that it is mnot correct.
At all events I am not prepared to sub-
mit to any theological view. We are
here to discuss the matter from the
political standpoint, and as to quoting
Seripture as an authority, the Ahmghh
has not been cousulted about this matter,
and there is considerable doubt as to what
He would say if He were. What we have
to consider is what we say ourselves, and
what the people of the country
I do not hesitate to say the voice
of the people in these things is the
voice of God; and, in my opiuion, the
voice of the people is distinctly in favour
of female suffrage.  Apart from all ques-
tions of expediency, apart from all ques-
tions as to whether it is politic to give
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the suffrage to women, and apart from
all considerations of what the con-
sequence may be, I want to come down
to the bed rock of what is right
on the question. What is our theory
of government? Is it an autocracy, or
is it a democracy ¥ What does an wutoc-
racy imply? It implies that the
whole of a country shall be owned and
dominated by one individual, aund that
any other individual living in that conntry
has got no rights or privileges, except
such as the autocrat chooses to bestow.
Democracy has come to mean that the
whole of the State, as a State, is owned
apd controlled by the whole of the com-
muuity, and net by any part of it. Does
man claim to hold the whole powers of
the State in his hands ?  Because, if so,
as the member for North Perth said,
although such person may call himself a
democrat, he is to all intents and purposes
an autocrat. I say, every person who is
disfranchised in any country is practi-
cally suffering under antocracy; and that
ig the case whether it applies to one man
or to many men. It does not make a
man any less a subject because he has
got five million sovereigns in the place of
one sovereign to rule over him ; and it does
not make a wowan any less a subject
because she has got thousands of masters
instead of one master. T say also that if
a man claims his right to vote on the
ground that he is a co-partner in that
great joint-stock company which we call
the State, und c¢laims a vote because he is
a shareholder, and says the woman has
not a vote, although for all pructical pur-

say he assumes an autocratic position,
and is taking away from the woman what
is naturally hers. We ure here as the
representatives of democracy in  this
colony, and that democracy requires to be
either a pure democracy or else to be a
contradiction in terms, and be false to
itself. T wunt to bring that demoeratic
idea to its logical conclusion, and say
that if we are to have u State in which
every integral unit shall have a voice and
an opporfunity of checking the expendi-
ture, we must give cur adherence o a
principle like that proposed in the motion.
If T were ;Lbsolutely sure that the result
of women’s sutfrage wonld be to sup-
plint every wan i this Assembly by
the women, and thus hand over the State
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to the control of women; if I were sure -

of any such distressing conseguences
from this connection, I should say, in the
name of justice, in the name of democracy,
and in the name of right, we should still
be bound to vote for such a principle as
this. I say this is not a question of
politics, nor of expediency, but it ig
whether we are gomg to have a true

demnocracy or a false democracy, whether '

we are going to have the whole country
governed by half the community, or the
whole country governed by the whole for
the benefit of the whole. If it is to be
governed by the whole for the benefit of
the whole, this cannot be realised until
woman suffrage is an accomplished fact.
Mz. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : We
are to have the whole democratic principle
or not. We are to have the female
suffrage, and carry it to its logical con-
clusion. If we are going to have every
wowman in the country voting the same as
every man, then every woman has an

equal right to come into this Assembly. .

If women are entitled to vote for mem-
bers of Parlinmnent, women are entitled to
sit in Parliament as members. We
carried, the other evening, a resolution
affirming the principle that members of
Parliament should be paid; therefore all
members of the community should be
equally entitled to election, and equally
entitled to be paid as members of
Parliament. It follows also that every
member of Parliament should, in theory,
be able to take an intelligent part as a
Cabinet Minister if called upon to do so;
and every woman must in like manner be
expected to do the same if elected to Par-
lisment. and be prepared to take her
place as a Minister of the Crown, and
even to soar as high as the Premiership.
That will be admitted, logically. Our
democratic friend, the member for East
Perth, did not push his argument to its
logical conclusion. Why not? When
this matter came before the House pre-
viously, I instanced one or two interesting
events that might take place if we had a
women’s Cabinet ruling the country,
We should have her ladyship the Minister
of Mines going for a seven-days spree to
the Boulder city, leaving her young
family to be looked after by the State.
. We should have among the Estimates
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family of her ladyship the Minister of
Mines while on tour. Also, at times of
election. we should have her ladyship the
Minister of Mines touring the goldfields
int the interests of those who were sup-
porting her policy. The demoeratic idea,
followed out to its logical conclusion,
means that all those who advocate this
idea would have to be left at home dang-
ling twins, one on either knee, whilst her
ladyship the Minister of Mines toured the
Alurchison goldfields for six weeks at a
time. This is democracy, or rather it is
femocracy, a new phase of democracy.
If ladies are entitled to all the
privileges of representatives, if they are
entitled to become members of Par-
liament, and therefore Cabinet Ministers,
then the next thing to he done in
this House will be to pass a law shifting
maternity from the female to the male,
and giving the male a chance of showing
how he can run the affairs of the family,
while the females run the politics of the
country. There are other positions in
the land we do not hear mentioned in
connection with females. 1 want to
know how it is that females are not
appointed as judges of the Supreme Court.
As soon as there is a female Judge, I shall
be ready to listen to a big divorce case,
and 1 should like to see the woman who
could sit on the judicial bench while hear-
ing nauseous details given in evidence, as
well as listening to a learned and hand-
some young advocate like the member for
the Swan. If ladies are to have the
privilege of being members of Parliament,
and of filling positions in the Cabinet,
then one of the privileges of the Attorney
General is that he has a particvdar right
to nominate judges, and we may sece
that privilege exercised in this colony
at no distant date. The Attorney
(General, in a future Government of
lady members, say five years hence,
may have an opportunity of filling a
vacancy on the judicial bench by nom.
mating herself, as we know has sometimes
happened ; it being the unwritten law
that the Attorney General of a Govern-
ment has the right to nominate himself
to a judgeship when a vacancy occurs.
That is Australia’s precedent, anyhow.

Tue PrEMrer: Not at all,

Mr. MORAN: I am going to ask,

sundry small items for the cost of . assuming the learned Attorney General
uurses, ete., for looking after the youny ; appoints herself, some five vears hence,
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as a judge of the Supreme Court, do the

advocates of this motion go so far as to
say a lady should be a judge of the
Supreme Court ?

Mr. Leage: We have not been asked
to express an opiniou.

Mr. MORAN : But you are ready
enough to express opinions upon things
you are not asked about. Those warm ad-
vocates of female suffrage find it incon-
ventent to push their theory of democracy
to its logical conclusion. 'We kuow they, as
men, have got their own rights, and
kmow how to protect them. Those who
vote against this motion do not think
any the less of ladies than do those who
advocate the women’s causge iu  this
House. We are not going to think less
of women becuuse they do ot come into
Parliament and go on election tours, or
* tears,” and Miwsterial trips, or because
they do not belong to Cabinets und sit
up the greater part of the night #x ecmnera
with Ministers who may not all be wonen.
Pushed to its logical conclusion, the
motion 1s absurd.
the motion need not be pushed to its
logical conclusion-—that women might
be given the right to vote, but not
the right to sit in Parliament. But that
is us ridiculous as the other conclusion.
The hon. member for North-East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Vosper) took the hon. mem.
ber for Central Murchison (Mr. Ilhng-
worth) to task for saving that all law
depended on might and strength. Those
who observe modern events in the world
Imow that all law does depend on
might. The talk about the milleniwun
and about arbitration instead of war
1s the idlest of twaddle, in the face of
recent European telegrams. Germany
is spending £7,000,000 on the improve-
ment of her navy, and £5,000,000 ou her
army ; and it is ridiculous to suppose that
is done simply for the suke of ornament.

Tt may be said that

Is it not the special cure and boast of °

England that her navy should be as
strong as the combined navies of all the
other Powers? The navy is the strength
of Great Britain.

Me. InLineworth : It is the strength
of Australia.

Me. MORAN : The British navy is un-
doubtedly the strength of Australia. The
safety and comfort of every person in Aus-
tralix depend on the might of the nation to
which we all belong. The argument now
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used by the hon. member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Hlingworth) has been a
sound one throughout history. It was
sound when the ancient Briton went
round, dyed bue, and used his ¢lub; and
it is sound uow that the modern Briton
goes round, in a coat dyed red, and uses
his gun. Britain does not hesifate to
gend her soldiers to Northern India to
teach a lesson which cannot be inculeated
by moral suasion. The male part of
humanity was made to govern, und to
fight when necessary, and fighting may
follow as the natural consequence of the
carrying out of any law. Given u perfect
state of humanity, when everybody recog-
nises rightand obedience to higher dictates
than those of humanity, then might
would not be right. Up to the present,

. however, there are no signs that strength,

combination, military tactics, and naval
supremacy, will not continue * right™ as
heretofore. Until the physical distinction
between the sexes is removed, and mater-
nity can be taken from the one and given
to the other, it cannot be argued that
men and women are absolutely equal.
Had it been intended the sexes should be
equal in every respect, only one sex would
lave been created, and other means de-
vised of keeping the world populated. T
aml going to appeal to the goldfields
members with the ignoble argumeant of
expediency. That argmnent is not put
forward as having any direct bearing on
the ethical rights or wrungs of the ques-
tion. The demand for the franchise is not
pushed forward by women. In travelling
about I meet with many women of all
¢lasses, and have a fair knowledge of the
sex ; and out of all with whom I have come
in contract, I do not know ten who desire
to exercise a vote. Women's suffrage,
like many other political principles, may
be very good in the abstract, and yet it
may not be expedient to apply it to every
country alike. Having regard to gold-
fields representation in Western Australia,
the application of the principle would
certainly not be expedient. In the last
Parliament the hon. member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) and myself
hased our argument for increased repre-
sentation on the fact that the eligible
voters of the goldfields almost equalled
the number of voters on the coast. Kal-
goorlie and Coolgardie may get their fair
share of women in two or three vears,
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although the outside goldfields will not.
This young colony is being opened out by
men.

MRr. IrLivaworea : All of whom have
not yet got votes,

Mr. MORAN : All of whom have uot
yet got votes, and members for the gold-
fields will only cut their own throats if
they vote for the motion,

Mz. LEage: You fear the motion on
moral grounds.

Mr. MORAN: T do uot know there is
anything more moral about a goldfields
member than about an ordinary member.
I do not fear the motion on moral
grounds. I put my objections in a plain,
straightforward manner. T do not want
the coustal districts to have double the
voting power of the goldfields electorates.
We had a hard enough fight to get fair
representation for the goldfields. I do
not oppose the wmotion on ethical
grounds, but on the ground that
it 35 inexpedient and bad policy on the
part of poldfields members to allow
the voting power on the coast to be
doubled, while no additional representa-
tion is obtained for the goldfields. Ina
country where everything was equal,
where everv man did his duty and kept
somebody else’s daughter, the arguments
which have been advanced in favour of
women's franchise would carry inore
weight.  This question was discussed at
every meeting I held during the elections,
and, so far as my own constituency is
concerned, the feeling against a motion
of this kind is as ten to one.  The male
population of the colony has not, as yet,
got a fair share of representation; and it
will be the duty of this Parliament to
amend the bad electoral Act now in
force. It will be fime to consider
the women when the men have been
grauted their fair share of representa-
tion. The goldfields members ought
not, by supporting this motion, to put a
powerful weapon In the hands of the
coastal electors. 1 do not say that
weapon would be used; hecause the
people of Perth and Fremantle have
shown themselves to be favourably dis-
posed towards the goldfields. The hon.
member for Bast Perth (Mr. James) is
inconsistent in submitting this motion,
When the House was asked the other
night to affirm the principle of payment
of members, to which three-fourths of
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the members are pledged, the hon. mew-
ber refused to support the motion because
it would be three years before there was
a new Parliament by whom a measure
embodying the principle could be placed
on the statute book. Yet in this short
session, when Christmas is near, the
hon. member takes wup time with
his motion, although he knows three
years will i all hkelihood elapse be-
tore the franchise can be extended to
women. If every man were in favour of
the principle, it would be time enough to
enfranchise women when women ask for
Parliamentary votes, The hon. member's
enthusiasm may be admitted, but his
judgment is wrong. Women’s franchise
has never heen dreamt of asa practical
political question v this colony. The
adoption or rejection of the principle has
not influenced the return of a single
member to this House. The majority of
the women themselves are not agreed én
the question. As a matter of expediency
I ask hon. members not to vote for this
motion; but, beyond expediency, there
is an overwhelming majority of the
people generally who do not think it fit
and proper that woman should be dragged
from her high position into the turmoil
and wrangling of political life.

Tre PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): T had almost made up my
mind not to speak on the question, to
which T have addressed myself on two
previous occasions in this House. T
see 1o reason for changing the views I
have already expressed. Irise to say that
the motion deals with one of those social
questions which do not come within the
scope of any Government measure, and
that therefore my colleagues and myself
will vote as exactly as we each personally
desire. I agree with the hon. member
for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) that
this motion bas been brought forward
at a very inopportune time. 1 cannot
understand what has actuated the hon.
member for East Perth (Mr. James) in
now forcing this matter before the House,
seeing that, even if the motion be carried,
he, according to his own admission, does
not desire women’s suffrage to become law
for a considerable time. This is a very
late session, and a great deal of work has
to be accomplished before Parliament
rises. Legislation on the proposal coun-
tained in the motion canunot take place
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hefore next session,
after that; and it would have been
bhetter tu let the wnatter rest until then,
rather than take up thme which is now so
precious to Parliament. But as the

guestion has beeu introduced, 1 hope .

we shall go to a division to-night,
and have to-morrow clear for other and
more pressing business. My objections
to the motion are the same as have been
expressed by several hon. members.
These objections have even been an-
ticipated by the hon. member for East
Perth (BIr. James)}. This legislation
has not been asked for by the women of
the colony. I aw aware there are
organisations m Perth and Fremantle
which take a great interest i this
question :
extension of the franchise to women hag
ever been discussed as a pressing matter
on the lstings, or that the women of the
colony bave expressed a desire for parlia-
mentary votes. No one can deny, or those
who deny it are verv inconsistent, that
if the franchise were extended to women, it
would be impossible for long to withhold
from them the right to sit in the Legis-
lature. In South Australia, where the
franchise has been extended in the way
now proposed, nearly as mauy wWomen
vote as men; and it is unreasonable to
suppose that in a very short time
women will not demand legislative
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if not the session -

" to touch upon.

but I du not know that the ’

vepresentation by one of their own sex.

It 15 more reasonable for us to think that
wowen, having been given the franchise
here, will become a political power, and

that they will desire that their own sex '

ghall take a leading part in the Parlia-
ment of the country. The hon. member
for East Perth is anxious to yive the

women the franchise, knowing full well .

that it must follow ihat women will
demand to take a part in Parliament. I
do not say that the hon. member desires
that this should follow, but it will follow
as certain as the night follows the day.
I am opposed altogether to women having
seats in the Legislatureof the country, and
if I am opposed to that, to be consistent,
I must be opposed {o women having votes.
Many hon. members who will vote for
the motion to-night are opposed to women
hecoming members of Parliament, and
becoming ministers of the Crown, judges,
and filling all other positions.
A Mexeer: We shall not see it.
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Tve PREMIER: I am very glad of
the interjection, as that is a point I want
Some hon. members only
think of the present—on all occasions in
the House they only think of the present.
They often try to find fault with me,
and place a disability on myself and those
associated with me.

M=z. LEagE:
succeed.

Tue PREMIER : They generally fall
short of their mark. They aim at me,
and instead of hitting me they hit the
country, which they do not want to hit.
Hon. members think ouly of the present,
while we, who belong to the country and
desire to see it become a great country,
desire to legislate for all time. Everyone
must agree, whatever views they hold on
the question, that if women are equal to
men in their faculties and power of legis-
lation, and if they use the franchise wisely,
they are certainly not equal to men in
all things. Man is physically sironger
than woman: he is more able to undergo
privations and difficulties, by reason of
his physical strength, than woman., Man
is formed by nature to be the bread-
winner and protector of woman. The
greatest obligation we all feel in our lives
i to do what we can to protect and
uphold woman, because we recognise she
is weaker in physical strength than we
are. We recognise that woman is in-
tended as the companion of man,she is
the comfort and solace of our homes. I
should like to know what would be the
feelings of any man who works for his
living if, on returning home after a hard
day's work, seeking to provide for his
wife and fa.lml\ he found his wife had
gone to some pohtical meeting. At the
present time many meetings are being
held on this question by women.

A MemBer: The same as the men do.

Tue PREMIER: Men are differently
placed: they have to provide for the
bousehold. 1f we gave women the vote,
the result would be that women would
give more attention to politics and
political questions, and less attention to
their social duties and the comforts of
their homes. T should like to be
satisfied in my mind that women desire
the franchise, and then I should have to
satisfy myself that it would be good
for the women of this country. I cer-
tainly bave no hesitation in deciding that

And they generally
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it would not be to the advantage of
women ; it would not place them in a
better position than they are in now, but
it would tend to a neglect of their duties.
I do not know who are the prime movers
in this matter, but T know that there are
some ladies in Perth and Fremautle, whom
we all respect, who take an interest in
this question; but outside these towns,
very little interest is taken in the question.
I know very well that there are not many
ladies who have been in this country for
a long time, whe take a prominent part
in this movement. ‘Those who have
taken a deep interest in the movement
are those who have only been here a short
time, and who have no love for the coun-
try. They have no intention of living in
it longer than they can help: they are
birds of passage, for the most part. They
are overflowing with goodwill for the
country, but they do not intend to stay
here longer than they can possibly help.
Cominyg back to the principle of female
francinse, I may say the great mother
country has not adopted this franchise.

ME. Vosrer: The House of Commons
has passed a motion.

Tre PREMIER: DMotions may he
passed by small Houses. T say the mother
country has pot adopted the principle.
The only two colonies which have adopted
the principle are South Australia and New
Zealand, and we are not going to take these
countries as patterns for this country.
Tt may be right, as one hon. member has
said, that the other Australian Premiers
are in favour of woman suffrage; but Tam
not going to take my view of things from
the Australiaon Prewiers. At present
there are only two colonies in Australia
where the franchise has been granted to
women, and it bas not had a good trial
there yet, and, althongh I am willing to
admit that it may come to pass in the
other colonies, I am not prepared to
follow their lead in this matter at present
in Western Australia. T do not think T
need say any more. Perhaps T have said
more than T ought to have said. I do
not think it desirahle for us to embark in
this leglsla.tlou It is so seldom met
with in any part of the British dominions.
There is no occasion for it. I think it is
foolish, certainly unnecessary, for us to
try and take a leading part and go ahead
of all other British places in these new-
fangled notions of legislation. Tt no
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© at this juncture of our affairs.
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doubt suits the member for East Perth
(Mr. James), who has taken the question
up as a politician. T have no reason to
doubt his earnestness, but he is trying to
introduce advanced legislation into this
Parlinment. T am not with him.
There are better things for us to do than
to introduce legislation of this character
‘We have
to try and make two ears of corn and two
blades of yrass grow where only one
grew before: we have to subdue the
wilderness and subjugate the forces of
nature. But the member for East Perth
is anxious to introduce new-fangled
notions which no one wants, which no
one has asked for, and when he gets them
on the statute book, they will have no
result. T regret the hon. member brought
this question forward. He has no right,
counsidering our circumstances, to bring
it forward now. It has taken up a lot
of time which the House can ill spare,
especially when he does not himself de-
sire that any legislation should take place
in regard to this matter for one, two, or
three years.

Mr. KENNY (North Murchison): [
rise in the support of what T consider the
most hnportant motion that has beeu
before this House for a long time. T can-
not pretend to rival the speeches that
have been delivered ¢n the subject this
evening, but I wish to give one or two
reasons why I take up the position I do
on this matter. We have onlvy to look
round and see the very great advantages
that have accrued to those countries which
have already adopted woman suffrage.
It has been adopted in America, and we
nrust all admit that in 1o country in the
world do women enjoy a greater measure
of liberty than there, and nowhere is she
more thoroughly respected. Woman has
exercised the franchise in America for
years, and it has had the most elevating
mfluence upon woman berself, upon the
people as a whole, and upon the politics of
the country. Turning to New Zealand,
we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that
the influence exercised by women in New
Zealand is decidedly noticeable in the im-
provement of the Legislative Assembly of
late years. The same may be said of
South Australia. I was through that
colony o few mnonths ago, and discussed
the question with many leading politicians
in Adelaide, and I was greatly impressed
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by the many advantages that have ac-
crued to that colony from the fact that the
women luve been entrusted with the fran-
chise.
hundreds of women m this ¢oleny from
both New Zealand and South Australia,
we cannot but feel that we ocught to
endeavour to afford them the same
privileges they have eunjoved in the
colonies they have left. For my own
part, I cannot understand why it is that
as a rule we men like to treat women as
poor weaklings, creatures not-capuble of
cxercising either thought or action. Just
now one hon. member referred to them as
being naturally very weak. I might re-
nmind the hon. member that it does not
require i very great amount of strength
to place a ballot paper in a box, and T
have not the slightest doubt that if the
ladies had that right to-morrow they
would exercise a beneficial influence on
the destinies of this colony. A great
deal has been said about what wounld be
the result if we gave women the same
rights and liberties as we have ourselves,
Judging from my long experience, we
have yet to learn that women as a rule

When we remesnber that we have

[1 December, 1897.]

e ———

are not as trustworthy or as vapable of |

exercising their rights as men.
quite prepared to give them credit for
bearing a share in the burdens of life.
We are quite prepared to admit that all
that is good and noble and loving in
our characters we have derived in a great
measure from our mothers or our sisters.
‘We are quite prepared to admit that

We are
. ready to be persuaded by the way.

women fill highly responsible positions as

preservers of the human race, but at the
game time we positively deny them the
same right that we exercise ourselves of

making the laws that govern them. One -

of the goldfields members referred to the
fact that if this motion were carried it

would to a certain extent give the voting -

power to the coastal towns. T camnot
claim to be an old wember, as was the

speaker who said that, but as a goldfields :

member myself I wmay say that if I never

had anything more difficult to explain to

my constituents on the North Murchison
than my vote on this question, I should
have very little to fear from that quarter.
Whether we are goldfields members or
town members, whether we belong to the
coast or mlund. matters nothing. The
question we have to consider is whether
giving the suffrage to women is an act of

. chison {Mnr.
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justiceor no. It is those narrow-minded,
parochial ideas of everything —looking at
a question only from the standpoint of
the particular constituency we represent—
that bas done so much to make ill-feeling
in this House. The more I think over
this question, the more I am inclined to
congratulate my friend the wember for
East Perth on the motion, and I wish he
may succeed with it. If heis not success-
ful in carrving this motion to-night, I
hope the time 1s not, far distant when we
shall sce it placed on the statute book in
the form of an Act.

Mr. SIMPSON (Geraldton): I am
happy in having a further opportunity of
expressing my continued and growing
adhesion to this principle; and, if T may
take this opportunity, 1 will congratulate
the Premier on having lifted the tone of
this debate from the somewhat polluted
atmosphere in which the member for East
Coolgardie had degraded it. The Premier
assumed very much the same attitude as
last vear, but was not so vehement ; and
as s0 much allusion has been made by
various members to Biblical incidents, it
seems to me that the Premier has adopted
the attitude of St. Paul on his journey to
TDamascus, when he said he was almost
So
far as I know of the Premier's public
career, I believe that if ever he gives his
adhesion fo the principle of granting the
franchise to women., the change will
spring from the purity of motive which
has marked his public career, and from
the patriotism which animates his motives
for legislation, although with the methods
he a.dopts in his legislation T am unfor-
tunately sometimes " unable to agree. Still,
T recognise the principle that animates
his conduct. I am sure it will be ad-
mitted, by any impartial critic or juror
sitting in connection with this debate,
that the weight of argument is distinctly
with the supporters of this propesal. I
think it will be generally admnitted that
there is a dlﬂ](,ll]tl in finding reasons
against the proposal. I have no wish
to distort the expressions used by
any hon. member or to take any unfair
attitude. The member for Central Mur-
Illingworth), so far as I
could form an idea of his meaning, started
usaway from the base of abont 2,000 years
ago. ‘The member for North Coolgardie
(Mr. Gregory) bronght us along by
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various easy stages, and I must say be
did not seem very happy in his line of
argument. The member for East Perth,
in introducing the motion, did credit to
his intelligence and reputation as a man
counected with advanced legislation, and
especially with that advanced legislation
to which our Premier is so invariably
and utterly opposed. I am satisfied that,
had we been dealing with the question of
u lock-up for Wyndham, or a steeple on
a church at Dandalup, the Premier would
have spoken with more happiness than
he did on this occasion. The Premier
takes the position that this question has
not been before the public. Surely he
is unconsciously endeavouring to mislead
the House. Three years ago we had a
division in this House, when the num-
bers were equal, and it rested with the
Chairman to give a casting vote. Isthat
not having the question before the
country 7 In the next session of Parlia-
ment there was a majority of one against
the principle. A year ago we had a
turther discussion,

Tug Premier: I think you are not
(uite correct.

Me. SIMPSON : I am always carveful
to ascertain the exast grounds of my
statements, before I oppose the learned
doctor’s arguments. So when we really
face the music, if T may say so, what are
the supporters of this measure trying to
do? They are trying to secure in our
political life an influence that every
member in this House recognises as good.
That position is never impugned. There
is no man in this House who does not
greatly honour and grandly respect the

magnificent influence for geod of women -

in all forms of activity in the world; and
whilst we recognise that principle, why
should we fail to give to it its legitimate
avenues of influencet The member for
Central Murchison, who is abzent (though
that is not wy fault), alluded to one
phase of the question rmised which was
unfortunate, that women were coming
into competition with men in the avenues
of employment. May I say I welcome
the opening of avenues of employment
for women.
the grown-up daughters of a household,
had to wait at home until some long-
haired, big-tooted, heavy -hunded wian cuime
along to warry them. Now we are
opening up avenues where the women cau
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Time was when women, .

fo Women.

I be independeunt, and a father is not now
anxious for some sawney to come along
* and marry his daughter. Woman is
stepping into that position where she can
earn her owu livelihood, and be independent
~ of this wretched patronage of man. Tecan
claim uo greater advantages than any
- other man in this Assembly, in regard to
the opportanities I have had of observing
the character of womaun; but I do say,
from a fairly varied eiperience, I have
come to one conclusion, that where I
have sought their advice, I invariably
failed if I did not follow it. I have no
hesitation in saying that, in regard to
the serious things of life, I would err
did I fail to follow the advice given by
the female portion of my acquaintance,
when any step I anticipated taking was
concerned with the welfare of the human
race. In a country with raw resources
not vet developed, in a country which has
not advanced to the high development of
a manufacturing country, there are not
the opportunities for woman’s higher
usefulness which may be found in
such places as England. But have we
not. examples of that higher usefulness ?
Need 1 point to woman's work in the
fever-stricken hospitals on our goldfields ?
T am sorry I have not the lLonour of an
audience of goldfields members, in deal-
ing with a question of this sort. I regvet
to see that the charms of the smoking-
voom are preferred to the atmosphere of
a deliberative Assembly.

Mz. Vosper: There are times when
the smoking-room is best, you know.

Mr. SIMPSON : Need I say that T am
perfectly satisfied 7 I need not appeal
to them a second time, to ask whether
they would he prepared to grant the
suffrage to the class to which it is sought
to extend it. Need I ask of them a
second time, are you worthy of having
an opportunity of expressing u public
opinion about matters gravely affecting
the social and domestic legislation con-
nected with the goldfields ¥ T am sure
I need npot refer t¢ that. Suppose I
turn to the member for North Perth (Mr.
Oldhain), who represents w crowded part
of the captal city of the country, and ask
himn what good are the Sisters of the
People doing in his part of the city?
Go to our hospitals on o Sunday after-
noon, and whom do you see niinistering o
the sick and the suffering * Because T
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regret to say that we men, with all our
friendly instincts, often forget that to
some poor old fellow in a hospital it is
like a glimpse of sunshine to have a yarn
with & man whom he has met in the
world outside. But whom do we find doing
the kindly work of the world ¥ T think
it is the women. Onr let us take another
avenue of female employment. In our
offices you will find women employed as
clerks and typewriters; and, speaking to
this Assembly of business men, I ask, can
you not absolutely depend, for exactuness,
for punctuality in attendance and for
eare in their work, on those ladies who
are employed in positions of this sort, ?
I wish to appeal to hon. members, in the
light of the facts which are visible to us
as we walk abount the streets, as we speak
to the man at the corner, and as we read
our newspapers. It has lbeen suggested
by an hon. member that the advocacy of
this question of woman’s rights brings
prominently before the public individuals
whose appearance does not suggest to
many people thai the extension of the
suffrage would be conducive to the public
advantage. But [ think that, in this
Assembly generally, the subject will he
dealt with on a higher platform than that.
80 far as my reading serves me as to the
history of the extension of the franchise
since 1832—the date to which the hon.
member referred—it has been conferred
upon people who were practically inar-
ticulate in the matter of making any
attempt. to secure this advantage for
themselves. To itlustrate my argument,
if T may do so without wearying the
House, who was it granted freedom to
the slaves in America? Did the fight
for freedom arise amongst the slaves
themeelves?  History proves beyond
question that it did not. It came from
that great mass of emancipists who have
added lustre to the English name—people
of a higher caste, who realised the im-
menee injustice done to the subject race.
The Premier has suggested that the
women have not asked for this. I think
the right hon. gentleman has simply used
that argwnent in practically the same
way as he would use a heritage that came
to him under conditions. We find from
Hansard that he used the same argument
last year, and he has to use it under the
conditions imposed by the Legislature last
vear,

[1 Deceuper, 1897.]
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Murchison made what to my mind were
some oxceedingly rash statements in
connection with the matter, speaking
of it in the light of an economist.
If I might compare small things with
great, T would suggest to hon. mem.
bers the consideration of the utterances of
John Stuart Mill, whose name, I suppose,
outside Australia carries equal weight on
matters economic with that of the member
for Central Murchison within the boun-
daries of Western Australin. That great
man said—[Tue Premier: Which?]—
John Stuart Mill said :

The principle that regulates existing social

relations between the two sexes, the legal
subordination of one sex to another, is wrong
in itself, and is one of the chief hindrances to
human inprovement; and it oupght to be
replaced by a principle of perfect equality,
admitting of no power or progress on the one
side or clisability on the cther.
I approach this question with no higher
intelligence than that of other members of
the House; but I do think that it has
too often been the habit for many years
past to regard the matter as one to joke
about. We who think seriously and
earnestly on the question ask the House
to pass the motion and subsequently
embody its principle in a legislative
measure, in order that better laws may be
made and a purer Parliament and a
purer public life prevail. I cannot think
there is a solid opposition on the Govern-
ment benches to this motion.

Mg. A. Forrest: We are pretty well
solid.

M=z. SIMPSON : Having received that
agsurance from the Government whip,
I hope it will go forth to the country that
there is another essential reform to which
the Ministry are opposed. Up to the
present, the Ministry have never been
connected with any particular reform;
and their latest effort in legislation last
night, aided by their majority, was to
identify Western Australia with nigger
labour.  To-night they have another
opportunity of blecking legislation which
is admitted throughout Australia to-day
to be distinctly in the interests of the
human race. I challenge contradiction
when I say that at the Federal Convention
all the Premiers of Australia, with the
exception of the Premier of Western
Australia, were distinetly in favour of
the principle of female suffrage. I do

The hon. member for Central  not say that fact should absolutely control
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the opinions of members of this House,

but T suggest it as carrying some weight. |

Mr. George Reid, Premier of New South
Wales and the representative of over a
million of people, declared at the Con-

vention that he was prepared to give his -

adhesion to the principle. Sir George
Turner, who is a representative Austra-
lian statesman, stated that he was pre-
pared to support the principle, and the
Premier of South Australia is in favour
of it. 'This great question has got beyond
the stage of silly Lanter or coarse remark ;
not that coarse remarks fall from many,
or perhaps move than one member on the
Governmentsideof the House. I commend
a remark which fell from Charles Kingsley,
whom we all respect and whom no one is
likely to accuse of sickly sentimentality,
but whose characteristics are regarded as
of the " physical Christianity” crowd. He
said :

One principal cause of the failure of so

many magnificent schemes—social, political,
religious—which have followed each other age
after age, has beon this, that in alwost every
case they have ignored the rights and powers
of one half the human race, namely, women. I
believe that politics will not go right, that
society will not go right, that nothing human
will ever go right, except in so far as woman
goes right; and to make wouman go right, she
must be put in her place, and she mmat have
her rights.
T have not placed merely my own con.
victions before the House on this question.
I have sought for argwments against it as
well as for it. I have also had some
experience recently of the working of
female suffrage. Less than twelve months
ago I was in New Zealand, and had an
opportinity of discussing the question
with a distinguished lady there, the wife
of a man we all respect as one of the
ablest democrats—Sir Robert Stout—
and I was assured by Lady Stout, as also
by several other people connected with
the movement, and by members of both
Houses of Parliament, that they were
perfectly satisfied with the results of
temale suffrage in that colony, and that
so soom as the women electors realised
their power it would become an nnalloyed
good to the community.

Tex PreEmier: They will get into
Parliament.

Mr. SIMPSON: I don’t know about
that, but here, where they have had the
right to exercise the municipal franchise
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« for 36 years, they have very seldom
sought to et elected to the councils. On
a recent occasion, of which we are all
proud, when the right hon. gentleman
opposite brought additional lustre and
glory to Western Australia, and when he
bent in lowly submission before that
| great lady who adorns the English throne,
( and recetved from her that well-merited
and deserved honour, perhaps in hisinmosé
heart he realised the majestic influence
of woman in political matters in the
British Empire.

Mr. DOHERTY (North Fremantle):
It is very pleasant to listen to the member
for Geraldton, but when he tries to wrge
the Premier to carry out his high-souled
ideas, he places a burden oz him
which the right hon. gentleman will
be wunable to bear. Since T have

been in the House I have always
heard him speak with great care
ahout the rights surrounding the

constitution and the social progress that
this country ought to make, if the Gov-
ernment would only allow it. I shall be
pleazed to see the hon. member introduce
some of those inensures, perhaps not in
words but in deeds, to show us that he is
in earnest. I also sympathise with the
position of the members for the Swan
(Mr. Ewing) and North-East Coolgardie
(Mr. Vosper). I know it would be
treachery on their part to go back on
woman's suffrage, as a recent event in
their lives would make it very unpleasant
for them if they did.

Mg. VospEr : Quite the contrary, I
assure you.

Mg. DOHERTY: Then the hon.
member is pubting himself away. I
never in my life heard gentlemen exhibit
s0 much knowledge of the ladies as I
have heard to-night. I have not had
time to study them rmyself, but some
hon. members seem to have a wonderful
knowledge of the ladies. The more I see
of the ladies the less I know of them. No
doubt all of us admit that the influence
of the ladies iz good in the proper quar
ter, but when they go on fo the platforin
and bhecome political agitators, their
sphere for good in regard to social mat-
ters ends. The hon. member for the
Murray (Mr. George) spoke of the ladies
of the association in a disrespectful
way.

Mr. Georee: I am sure I did not.




Parliamentary Franchise

Mr. DOHERTY : Well, I know what
he said was not flattering to them. The
ladies of the association must have a
wonderful attraction about them, hecause
I see that the hon. member for West
Perth, who was an oppoenent of this move-

ment, has simply gone over to their
ranks.
Mr. Woopn: T alwavs advocated

womanhood suffrage.

Me. DOHERTY : The hon. member

for Albany (Dr. Leake) four years ago
spoke strongly against the ladies and °
I do not think it '

womatthood suffrage.
is the salubrious air of Albany which has
wrought the change in the hon. mem-
ber.

Mz. Sispson :
and wiser.

Mr. DOHERTY : Well, the older the
hon. member for Geraldton gets, the less
wise he becomes. I know the work which
the ladies fry to do is most admirable. T
came somewhat under the influence of the
ladies of the association and was almost
going over to their side, but good sense
and a little thought kept me on the side I
an now.

Mr. JAMES (in reply): 1 do not pro-
pose to detain the House, as it is sowme-
what late.
cussing the motion so fully as they have
done.
in the speeches made, and T would have
liked to have referred top them; butasitis
somewhat late, T am not disposed to
lengthen the debate or to tire the patience
of hon. members. I regret wehave nota
full House, or I am swre we, in favour of
the motion, would have made a hetter
show in the division.

Mr. A. FORREST:
paired.

Me. JAMES: The hon. member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Morgans), who is absent,
wished me to say he is thoroughly in
accord with the motion. The right hon.
the Premier suggests the difference that
exists between us is that the woman
should be the comfort and solace of the
home. That is exactly what I do not
think.

He has grown older

They have all

That is a part of the furniture of the
house, and my wife is not. The duty
rests upon me just as much as it does
upon my wife to make the home the com-
fort and solace of both of us. If I may

[1 Decemser, 1897.]

I thank hon. members for dis-

All sorts of things have been said |

I lock on my easy chair as one of -
the comforts and a solace of my home.
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say it with respect, there are those who
; think the obligatiou vests upon one in a
, tontract, and upon one only. As to
women being a eomnfort and a solace, I do
not look upon my wife as part of the
* furniture of the house. The Premier has
told us that it is a mistake for us to go
ahead of other countries, and that we
ought not to have new notions in respect
to social legislation, because, he says,
there are better things than these. This
shows the difference hetween the Premier
and myself. He believes a country can
be built up on money alone, whereas I
think differently. If men cannot live by
. bread alone, neither can a nation live on
public works alone. However essential
¢ it may be to have a borrowing policy, it
18 not just to have a law on our statute
bock which disqualifies one-half the
colnmunity from taking part in public
affairs. 1 believe. not in a public
works pelicy, but in u policy which
endeavours to secure justice te the in-
dividual. There, again, is an instance in
which I disagree with the Premier, and
I am glad 1 do disagree on that point.
If we give this concession to women, we
shall be doing justice. When public
works are mtroduced into this House, we
do not hear then about demands right
, and left, hut the Premier says the work
| is needed, and that it is right the
, work should be done. Yet when we
! approach questions of infinitely more im-
‘I portance than those relating to £s.d,
i questions which tend to secure justice to
[

all classes of people in this country, we
are then asked to depart from the position
as to whether the thing is right, and to
give our attention to questions of mere
monetary concern. I regret indeed that
a position so narrow as that should be
| taken up, and I do hope that hon. mem-
" bers will not take that position when
| dealing with this question. Iask, hasany
| argument been adduced to-night to justify
the refusal of the extension of the fran-
; chise to woman? OUne argument is that
this demand is a mere sentiment; but I
appeal to members of this House to say,
is it right that women, who constitute
practically one-half the community and
certainly possess onc-half the intelligence
of the community, are to he excluded
from the franchise on the ground that
they are not as fit as men to vote in the
| election of representatives to Parla-



768 Mining on Eslales. {COUNCIL.) Mines Regulation Bill.
ment? T appeal to hon. members 5 3 ; 1

to give unanimous support to this £ tgra lutibe  €ouns Il'
motion,

Question put, and division taken with
the following result :-~

Ayes ... . o1
Noes ... .o 17
Majority against ... 6
AYES, Noes.
Mr. Ewing Mr. Dolerty
Mr, Higham Sir John Forrest
Mr. James Mr. A. Forrest
My, Kenny Mr. George
Mr. Leake Mr. Hsll
Mr. Oldham Mzr. Holmes
Mr. Simpson Mr. Hubble
Mr. Solomon Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Throssell Mr. Locke
Mr. Wood Mr. Monger
Mr. Yosper {Teller), Mr. Mornn
My, Pennefather
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Yenn
Mr. Wilson (Tellar).

Motion thus negatived.

UNDERGROUND SURVEYORS BILL.

Received from the Tegislative Couneil,
and read a first time.

MOTION—MINING ON PRIVATE
PROTPERTY.

Mr. QUINLAN (Toodyay), accordmg
to notice, moved :—

That in the opinion of this House it is

desirable, in the best interests of this coleny,
the Government shonld, as early this session
as possible, introduce the necessary legislation
for mining on private property.
He said that, althongh he had come
prepared to support the motion with
arguments which he did not think could
be refuted, he would content himself
with submitting the proposal without
further comment.

Put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11-35 p.m.
until the next day.

Thursday, 2nd December, 1897

Question: Cousolidation of the Statutes—Bankruptcy
Act Amendment Bill : third reading-—Mines Regn.
lgfion Act Amendment Bill: in commit.tea—Sngp]y
Bill, £350,000: firgt rending : Standing Orders Sus
pennion ; second and third repdings—Timported

bour Registry Bill: third reading—Employment
Brokers Bill: in committee—High School Act
Amendment Bill : secoud reading ; in committee—
Auctioneers Act Amendment Bill : gecond reading ;
in cominittee-Steain Beilers Bill: in committee;
division—Paper presented—Adjournment.

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION—CONSOLIDATION OF
STATUTES.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES asked the
Minister of Mines :—(1) Whether, in
view of the unsatisfactory atate of the
statute law of the colony. owing to
numerous amendments, it is the intention
of the Government to have the statutes
consolidated ¥ (2) If so, when?

Tre MINISTERE OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied : ‘I'he matter
is now under consideration.

How. R. 8. HAYNES asked when the
information asked for was likely to be

ven.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES said
the matter was now engaging the atten-
tion of the Crown Law Officers, as to
whether they would have time during the
present session to do the work.

Hox. R. 8. Haynes: Out of session
would be a better opportunity.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES said he
would be glad to let the hon. member
know, as soon as the Crown Law Officers
arrived at a decision.

THE

BANKRUPTCY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Read a third time, on the motion of How.
A. B. Kipsor, and transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly.

MINES REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.
Consideration in committee resumed.
Postponed Clause 8—Plans and copies

not to be copied or inspected without

Minister's permission :



